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Aging Advocates Commend State Plan to  

Expand Family Care and IRIS Programs Statewide 

 

(MADISON, WI) – Aging advocates praise yesterday’s announcement from the 

Wisconsin Department of Health Services outlining a plan to rollout the Family Care 

and IRIS programs to the remaining seven counties where the programs are not yet 

available. The plan to complete expansion of the programs by the first quarter of 

2018 will fulfill a request made by Governor Walker in the 2015-2017 state budget 

for statewide expansion.   

“Yesterday’s announcement means there will be equal access to these home- and 

community-based services to all eligible older adults and people with disabilities no 

matter where they live,” says Robert Kellerman, executive director at the Greater 

Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources. “This final expansion will alleviate waiting 

lists for services in these counties and eliminates the additional costs associated with 

running two parallel Medicaid long-term care systems.” 

The Wisconsin Aging Advocacy Network (WAAN) thanks the Department of Health 

Services and Governor Walker for moving forward with plans to expand the Family 

Care and IRIS programs to Adams, Florence, Forest, Oneida, Taylor, Vilas, and Dane 

Counties and making these cost-effective, quality services available to all eligible 

people in need. 
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