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DISTRICT ATTORNEY FINDING 

FATAL SHOOTING OF KEVIN S. HIGGINS, DOB 5/30/79 

UNION AVENUE TAP 

July 17, 2016 

 

Purpose of Finding 

The purpose of this Finding is to determine if Officers Brandon Kehoe and Anthony Hamilton of the Sheboygan 

Police Department were justified in using deadly force against Kevin S. Higgins, DOB 5/30/79, in the late 

evening hours of July 17, 2016 at the Union Avenue Tap, a bar located at 1401 Union Avenue in the city of 

Sheboygan..  

 

Investigative Team 

Pursuant to sec. 175.47 of the Wisconsin Statutes, investigations concerning officer-involved fatal shootings 

may not be investigated by the officer’s own law enforcement agency. Accordingly, Sheboygan County law 

enforcement agencies have established a regional response team consisting of  law enforcement officers from 

the Sheboygan Police Department, the Sheboygan County Sheriff’s Department, the City of Fond du Lac Police 

Department, the North Fond du Lac Police Department and the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department.  

 

For this investigation, Captain David Mack of the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department and Detective 

Sergeant Corey Norlander of the Sheboygan County Sheriff’s Department were the primary investigators, with 

Captain Mack being the lead investigator. Other members of this regional investigative team included Detective 

Craig Quick of the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department, Detective Lance Dassler of the Sheboygan County 

Sheriff’s Department, Detectives Bill Ledger and Steve Kaufman of the Fond du Lac Police Department and 

other officers from these agencies also assisted. No Sheboygan Police Department officers or supervisors were 

part of this investigative team. 

 

Scope of Review 
The following materials were reviewed to determine this Finding, which materials were supplied by the regional 

response team as well as reports and photos of the processing of the shooting scene by members of the 

Milwaukee Crime Lab mobile team: 

 Interior and exterior video surveillance footage of the Union Avenue Tap, including still photographs 

taken from these recordings [visual only – no audio]  



 2 

 Photos taken during scene processing 

 Diagrams of the interior and exterior of the bar 

 Interviews of the four persons present in the bar during the incident. 

 Preliminary cause of death of the deceased from Dr. Doug Kelley, Chief Medical Examiner of the Fond 

du Lac Medical Examiner’s Office who performed the autopsy of the deceased 

 Interviews conducted of persons in the vicinity of the bar during the incident 

 Interviews with the deceased’s family members/friends 

 Statements of Officers Kehoe and Hamilton 

 911 calls made by a bar patron and the bartender 

 Police dispatch and responding squads’ radio communications 

 Sheboygan Police Department written policy on use of deadly force 

 

Summary of Incident 
This summary was compiled based on all the materials listed above in the Scope of Review. 

 

On July 17, 2016 at approximately 11:28 p.m., a person dressed in camo pants and camo jacket with hood, 

sunglasses. with the bottom portion of his face masked by a scarf-like cloth, wearing black and white gloves, 

with a camo backpack and holding a long gun (rifle) slung from a gun harness equipped with a sighting scope 

and shot muffler (silencer), entered the Union Avenue Tap, a bar in the city of Sheboygan. At the time of his 

entry, four persons, including a bartender were present. The subject entered the bar from a door located on 14th 

Street, one of two entrances to the bar. 

 

At approximately 11:30 pm, this subject walked up to the bar, telling the bartender this was a robbery, with the 

bartender subsequently emptying the cash register and placing cash on the bar. The subject picked a few bills 

from the cash pile, putting them in his backpack. Two 911 calls were made from the bar, one from a patron, the 

other from the bartender. The first was relatively brief saying a robbery was happening at the Union Avenue 

Tap. The second 911 call lasted several minutes and while there was no direct response to the 911 Dispatcher’s 

questions, the call remained connected and voices and sounds could be heard.  

 

Once the subject placed the stolen money in his backpack, at approximately 11:32 pm, he went to a patron who 

was sitting at a video gaming machine, asking the patron if the patron had called 911. Although he didn’t know 

it, this was the patron who made the original 911 call. The patron denied making a call and the subject took the 

patron’s cell phone to purportedly review the calls made. The patron later stated that the subject gave the phone 

back to the patron without comment, leading the patron to believe the subject had not discovered that a 911 call 

was made. 

 

The subject then, at approximately 11:34 pm, leaves by the 14th Street bar entrance, the same door he entered 

the bar. The bar surveillance video shows that when the subject pushes the door open and turns to walk through 

it, he comes face-to-face with Officer Hamilton. Officer Kehoe is out of sight due to the open door, but just to 

the right of Officer Hamilton. Both uniformed officers have their side arms drawn in a “cover” position on the 

subject. The subject squares himself to a silhouette shooting stance opposite Officer Hamilton, and begins to 

quickly bring his long gun up to a firing position, raising it to point at Officer Hamilton when Officer Hamilton 

fires several times, joined by Officer Kehoe whose shots penetrate the open glass door. The subject staggers 

back into the bar and collapses out of sight of the surveillance camera. It is subsequently discovered the subject 

is deceased. An autopsy later that day notes six gunshots to the subject’s head, chin, chest, thigh and upper left 

back, with the preliminary observation that the two chest gunshot wounds would be fatal.  
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Specific Details 

 Bar Patron Interviews 

 

Leon W.L, DOB, 8/15/45, in a recorded interview with Detective Steven Kaufman of the Fond du Lac Police 

Department, stated he is a regular at the Union Avenue Tap, visiting it on an average of once a day. Leon stated 

he was playing one of the game machines when he noticed a person dressed in full camo, and whose face was 

obscured by some kind of scarf pulled up over his nose and a knit cap pulled down on his head so only his eyes 

were exposed, and that he had  an AR15-type rifle slung from his  shoulder. Leon stated this subject entered the 

bar at about 11:00 pm or so. Leon stated the camo subject then told the bartender that the subject was there to 

rob the bar, and the bartender subsequently put cash bills on the bar from the till. Leon stated that when Leon 

heard the camo subject state his intention to rob the bar, Leon dialed 911 and stated there was a robbery in 

progress at the Union Avenue Tap. That 911 recording notes the call was disconnected right after that message. 

 

Leon stated the robber put some cash in the robber’s camo backpack and was heading to the door the robber had 

entered when he stopped by Leon and tried to put a large white zip tie over Leon’s hands, which Leon refused 

to allow. Leon stated the robber asked to see Leon’s cell phone and, after the robber looked at it, returned it to 

Leon at his request. Leon stated his 911 call was still showing on his cell phone but, as the robber returned it to 

Leon without comment, Leon believed the robber didn’t see Leon had made the call. 

 

Leon stated the robber returns to the bar’s 14th Street door and opens it outward at which point Leon can sees a 

handgun pointed at the robber and hears someone yell “Freeze”, followed by several gun shots. Leon states he 

and the other patrons assist the bartender who has been shot in the lower arm at which point an officer enters 

through the Union Avenue bar entrance and evacuates them all out the front door with everyone running out. 

 

Christopher R.B., DOB 2/17/82, in a recorded interview with Detective Steven Kaufman of the Fond du Lac 

Police Department, stated he arrived at the Union Avenue Tap at about 10:00 pm on the evening of July 17, 

2016. Christopher stated that at about 11:30 pm, Christopher noticed a person in the bar dressed in camo 

clothing with the camo hood up over his head, wearing dark sunglasses with a camo mask of some kind 

covering the person’s lower face, and what Christopher thought was an AR 15 rifle slung on his left side with 

an attached scope. Christopher stated the subject then walked to the bar area making contact with the bartender, 

asking the bartender to take money out of the till. Christopher states the bartender did that, laying cash bills out 

on the bar with the camo subject picking out a few bills and putting them in a camo knapsack, but leaving other 

bills on the bar. Christopher stated he then noticed that the camo subject was wearing black and white baseball 

batter-type gloves. He notes that the camo subject stopped by a patron sitting at a games machine, and took and 

inspected the patron’s cell phone, eventually returning it to him. 

 

Christopher stated that the camo subject then moved to the door in which the camo subject entered and opened 

the door, at which point Christopher stated he heard a yell saying “Freeze” followed by several shots, with the 

camo subject falling backwards into the bar to the floor. Christopher stated that the bartender was apparently 

wounded by a gunshot and he helped another patron in the bar to dress his wound, at which point an officer 

opened the bar’s main entrance door on Union Avenue, telling them to get outside with him, with all four 

running out that door and being escorted away from the immediate area. 

 

Mary A.H., DOB 9/17/69, in a recorded interview with Detective William Ledger of the Fond du Lac Police 

Department, stated she was also a bartender at Union Avenue Tap and had finished her shift at 6:00 pm on July 

17th. Her relief was her finance, Kurt R.K., DOB 5/18/92. Mary stated she stayed past her shift to teach Kurt 

how to close out the bar as he had never worked that closing shift before.  
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Mary stated she was sitting at the bar, sometime before midnight, when she heard the 14th Street door open and 

saw a person walk in wearing camo pants and some kind of hoodie with the hood up, with a light colored mask 

over his mouth and dark sunglasses, with a rifle slung over a shoulder hanging by his side. Mary stated  this 

subject walked up to the bar saying words to the effect of “I’m here to take your money”, that he wasn’t kidding 

and that this was a robbery. Mary said that Kurt opened the computer cash register and laid out an estimated 

$500 to $600 in cash, and that the camo subject selected a few bills from the pile, leaving the rest on the bar. 

Mary stated the camo subject then had contact with Leon, a regular that Mary knew, taking Leon’s cell phone 

and then returning it. The camo subject then went to the 14th Street door, pushed it open and that police were 

there. Mary stated she heard the officers yell “Stop” or “Freeze”, although she doesn’t remember the exact 

words, followed by several gun shots which broke the glass in that door. She stated she went over to where a 

patron, Christopher, had been seated, at which time Kurt yelled he was “hit”, at which point both Mary and 

Christopher took bar towels to stem the bleeding. Mary stated that an officer pulled open the bar’s main 

entrance door on Union Avenue telling them to leave and they all ran out to the officer and were escorted away 

from the building.  

 

Kurt R.K., DOB 5/18/62, was interviewed by Detective William Ledger of the Fond du Lac Police Department 

at Froedtert Hospital where Kurt was awaiting surgery to the gunshot wound to his forearm. Detective Ledger 

received medical clearance from hospital personnel, and from Kurt, to conduct the interview. Kurt stated he had 

begun his bartender shift at 6:00 pm on July 17th, relieving his finance, Mary, who had just finished her shift. 

Kurt stated Mary stayed during his shift to train him how to close the bar.  

 

Kurt stated that sometime after 11:00 pm, a person entered the bar through the 14th Street bar entrance wearing 

full camo clothing with the hood up, some type of mask covering his mouth and nose, dark sunglasses, black 

and white gloves, a utility bag strapped to his waist and an AK 47/AR style rifle slung from his shoulder. Kurt 

stated that both he and Mary thought the camo subject was “joking around”, but the camo subject requested 

money and Kurt opened the cash register and spread the cash loosely on the bar where the camo subject picked 

out a few bills, leaving the rest. Kurt stated that when the camo subject turned away from Kurt, Kurt dialed 911 

on his cell phone and then put the phone under Kurt’s wallet under the bar, leaving the phone open. Kurt stated 

he said, “Union Avenue Tap” a couple of times, hoping the 911 Dispatcher would hear him. Kurt stated the 

camo subject made some other comments that didn’t make sense to Kurt such as needing money for food, that 

“they” sent him home with nothing, that he didn’t want to kill anyone, with Kurt responding that this wasn’t the 

way to get money. 

 

Kurt stated the camo subject had Leon surrender Leon’s cell phone to him, inspect the phone and subsequently 

returned it to Leon. Kurt stated he watched the camo subject walk to the 14th Street bar entrance, push the door 

open, at which point Kurt saw two police officers, one framed by the open door and one off to the side. Kurt 

stated he heard the officers yell something to the effect of “get down … get down … drop your weapon” after 

which he heard several gunshots. Kurt stated he suffered a gunshot wound that went through his forearm. 

 

Officers Brandon Kehoe and Anthony Hamilton Interviews 
 

Officer Anthony Hamilton was interviewed jointly by Detective Sergeant Corey Norlander of the Sheboygan 

County Sheriff’s Department and Detective Craig Quick of the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department on 

July 19, 2016. His interview was conducted separately from Officer Kehoe’s interview and was recorded. 
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Officer Hamilton stated he has approximately eight years experience as a police office, the last seven years with 

the Sheboygan Police Department. He also stated he has four years service with the United States Marine Corps 

with several tours of duty in Iraq. 

 

The officer stated that on July 17, 2016, he was working an 8:00 pm to 4:00 am shift. He stated that he and 

Officer Kehoe were both present at Kings Park in Sheboygan assigned to investigate a disturbance at that 

location when they were notified of a 911 call about a robbery at the Union Avenue Tap, although the officer 

was not sure if it was a robbery in progress or had already occurred. The officer stated he immediately 

proceeded to that location, and parked his marked squad a little less than a block away from the bar.1 Officer 

Hamilton stated Officer Kehoe arrived about 5 to 10 seconds after he did and they both approached the bar 

together. Officer Hamilton stated he drew his service handgun as soon as he exited his squad.  

 

Officer Hamilton stated he was able to look into a window on the east side of the bar and could see a “balding” 

male bartender behind the bar and a woman either in front of or behind the bar, both of whom were looking to 

the southeast corner of the bar. Both were speaking and using hand gestures as if they were talking to someone, 

but the Officer stated he could not see to whom their attention was directed. The Officer did notice a “pile of 

cash” on the bar. Officer Hamilton stated he continued to walk south along the bar’s east side, knowing there 

was an entrance to the bar in the bar’s southeast corner.  

 

At the entrance, Officer Hamilton noted the glass door was covered with some type of decal or film preventing 

him from seeing what was on the other side of the door. He states that he and Officer Kehoe are just beginning 

to formulate an entry plan when the door swings open and the officer is face-to-face with a subject in cameo 

whose back is to the officer. Officer Hamilton states he yells “Police” and the camo subject turns to face him at 

which point the officer sees the subject has an AR15 rifle pointed toward the ground, is masked and is wearing 

black and white gloves. Officer Hamilton also sees the subject is wearing a vest containing multiple magazine 

pockets. He also notices the rifle has a “fat” end of its muzzle, which the officer believed was a silencer, and has 

an attached sighting scope..  

 

Officer Hamilton states he ordered the camo subject to drop the gun, show his hands, at which point the camo 

subject began to raise the muzzle of the rifle towards the officer and Officer Hamilton fires at the subject 

several times, with the subject falling back into the bar, out of sight of Officer Hamilton. 

 

Officer Brandon Kehoe was interviewed jointly by Detective Sergeant Corey Norlander of the Sheboygan 

County Sheriff’s Department and Detective Craig Quick of the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department on 

July 19, 2016. His interview was conducted separately from Officer Hamilton’s interview and was recorded.. 

 

Officer Kehoe stated he is an 11 year veteran with the Sheboygan Police Department, is an 8 year veteran of the 

Department’s Emergency Response Team [ERT] and is currently an ERT team leader.2 The Officer stated he is 

also designated as a Police Training Officer [PTO], which position trains new officers, and that he is also 

designated as an Evidence Technician for crime scene processing. 

 

He stated that on July 17, 2016, he was working an extended shift of 7:40 pm to 6:30 am and was at Kings Park 

in Sheboygan with Officer Hamilton investigating a reported disturbance when they were dispatched to the 

Union Avenue Tap upon a report of a possible robbery at that bar. Officer Kehoe stated both officers, in their 

separate marked squads proceeded to that location by slightly different routes, with Officer Kehoe arriving on  

 

                                                           
1 Although it is not part of his interview, Officer Hamilton responded to the bar without using his emergency lights or sirens as he 

wasn’t sure if the reported robbery was still in progress or not. 
2 “ERT” was formally known as “SWAT”. ERT members receive specialty advanced training  in weapons and tactics. 
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scene just after Officer Hamilton did. Officer Kehoe notes that neither emergency lights nor sirens were used by 

the squads as neither officer was sure if the robbery was still in progress. 

 

Officer Kehoe stated he parked his squad near Officer Hamilton’s squad, away from the immediate vicinity of 

the bar, with both officers exiting their squads and approaching the bar on foot together. The officer states he 

was able to look into a window on the east side of the bar and could see four people in the bar, a bartender 

behind the bar, a woman either in front of or behind the bar, and two other males, all of whom were looking to 

the southeast corner of the bar, leading Officer Kehoe to believe that another person was there that the officer 

could not see. It is at this point that Officer Kehoe believes he drew his service handgun, but he isn’t entirely 

certain. 

 

Officer Kehoe knew there was a door at the southeast corner of the bar and proceeded toward it right behind 

Officer Hamilton. He notes that the glass door is covered with some type of decal or film which prevents him 

from seeing inside the door, although the decal/film leaves a small area of the full glass door uncovered at the 

edges, through which the officer is able to see a very limited view of the inside. During the officer’s approach, 

Officer Kehoe hears a dispatch message that an open 911 call from the bar has picked up someone saying “No 

one has to die tonight.” 

 

Officer Kehoe states that as the officers approach that door, it suddenly opens outward. Officer Kehoe’s view 

inside is obscured as the door has opened toward him, although Officer Hamilton can fully see into the bar. 

Officer Kehoe states he was about 2 to 3 feet from Officer Hamilton. Officer Kehoe, aided by the few inches of 

glass exposed by the edge of the door’s decal/film, as well as the ambient light from the bar, can see a subject 

wearing camo clothing and, initially, facing into the bar. Officer Kehoe also sees what he believes is the stock 

of an AR15 rifle as the Emergency Response Team is equipped with similar rifles.  

 

Officer Kehoe states the camo subject turns to go out the door when Officer Hamilton yells several commands 

at the subject which Officer Kehoe remembers as “Show me your hands” and “Drop it.” Officer Kehoe notes 

that as the camo subject turns toward Officer Hamilton, the subject raises the stock of the rifle to his shoulder 

area and raises the rifle’s muzzle toward Officer Hamilton, until it is almost leveled at Officer Hamilton’s chest, 

at which point both officers fire multiple times, with Officer Kehoe’s rounds going through the glass door and 

the camo subject falling backwards into the bar, the door closing in front of him. Office Kehoe states that the 

glass door, apparently equipped with safety glass, has now spider-webbed from his shots and completely 

obscures any view of the camo subject. 

 

Preliminary Autopsy Findings 
 

On July 17, 2016, the body of Kevin S. Higgins, DOB 5/30/79, was transported to the Fond du Lac Medical 

Examiner Office where Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Doug Kelley performed an autopsy. Dr. Kelley provided 

“Provisional Autopsy Findings”, a report in advance of the formal and full report. 

 

Dr. Kelley noted the deceased had received six (6) gunshot wounds as follows: 

 Left lower facial cheek resulting in jaw and teeth fractures, and tongue lacerations 

 Graze wound to the chin 

 Left chest resulting in rib fracture and perforation of the heart and right lung 

 Left chest resulting in perforation of the heart and major heart blood vessels 

 Left upper back resulting in soft tissue injury 

 Right upper thigh resulting in soft tissue injury 

The Fond du Lac Medical Examiner Office notes that the two torso (chest) gunshot wounds would be fatal. 
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 Firearms And Ammunition of the Deceased 

 

The processing of the shooting scene by the Milwaukee Crime Lab Crime Scene Response Team [CSRT], 

assisted by Sheboygan County Sheriff’s Department personnel, resulted in the recovery of the following items 

from the deceased: 

 

 DPMS, Panther Arms, A-15, .223 caliber rifle, with scope and sound muffler (silencer). It had a 30 

round magazine attached loaded with twenty-eight (28) .223 caliber live rounds, a live round in the 

chamber, with the safety off. 3 

 Four (4) 30 round capacity magazines containing .223 live ammunition 

 Black tactical rifle sling 

 Stun gun and flashlight disguised as a cell phone  

 

From the deceased’s backpack: 

 Gun mountable laser 

 90 round rotary gun  magazine with 84 live rounds of .233 caliber bullets  

 100 loose live rounds of .40 caliber pistol ammunition (which could not be fired by the A-15 rifle, but 

could be fired by the Kel-Tec Sub-2000 rifle found in his vehicle- see below) 

  

In total, the deceased carried 218 rounds of .233 caliber rifle ammunition and 100 rounds of .40 caliber pistol 

ammunition. 

 

From the vehicle used by the deceased, located in the 2100 block of  14th Street, and searched by Detectives 

Brad Abel and Gerald Urban of the Sheboygan County Sheriff’s Department: 

 

 A Kel-Tec Sub-2000 semi-automatic rifle, loaded with a high capacity magazine containing nineteen 

(19)  .40 caliber Smith & Wesson jacketed hollow-point cartridges, and 11 Winchester .40 caliber full-

metal-jacket cartridges. with the safety off with a round in the chamber. It was located in the front seat 

of the vehicle with the muzzle pointed at the floor and the stock resting against the seat. Although this 

firearm is a rifle, it is designed to fire pistol ammunition. 

 

911 Calls 

 On July 17, 2016 at 11:30 p.m., 911 Dispatch receives a short call stating, “Union Avenue Tap…get 

there quick…robbery”. This is believed to have been the call made by Leon W.L. 

 On July 17, 2016 at 11:32, a person can be heard over Kurt’s open cell phone saying “Not getting killed 

over (unintelligible) Union Avenue Tap …  Nobody wants to get shot.”   

 During that same extended open 911 call, while it is very difficult to hear clearly and took the Regional 

Response Team multiple reviews of the recording to discern what was said, a voice is yelling, “hands 

up” and “drop it”, followed by several gunshots. This is consistent with Officer Hamilton’s, Kehoe’s and 

the bar patron interviews.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 This firearm had been secured from the deceased’s body by a Sheboygan Police Department entry team after the shooting as it was 

unknown at that time if the camo shooter was still an active threat. It was subsequently turned over to Detective Lance Dassler of the 

Sheboygan County Sheriff’s Department who was assisting the Crime Lab CSRT. 
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Deadly Force Use Policy 

According to sec. 300.4 of the Sheboygan Police Department’s written policy:  

 

Use of deadly force is justified in the following circumstances: 

 

a) An officer may use deadly force to protect him/herself or others from what he/she reasonably believes 

would be an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury. 

 

Officers are equipped with Less-Than-Lethal Weapons (such as Tasers and O.C. Spray), but these are designed 

to be used mainly for control of unruly suspects, and are certainly not intended as a defense against someone 

engaging in imminent life threatening behavior against the officer or another. Neither Department policy nor 

common sense require any officer to employ the least lethal weapon at his/her disposal before moving up to a 

more lethal weapon. Rather, officers use the appropriate force for the particular situation, with deadly force 

reserved for situations similar to this incident.  

 

 

DA FINDING & OBSERVATIONS 

 

I have been a prosecutor in Sheboygan County for 27 years, the last 14 years as its District Attorney. During 

that time, there have been a number of armed robberies in this county, mostly mini-marts, taverns and fast food 

restaurants.  

 

In all that time, I am unaware of any robbery involving a firearm in which a rifle was used. And certainly not a 

rifle with a scope, silencer, multiple 30 shot magazines, a 90 shot magazine and several hundred rounds of 

ammunition. In all that time, we have never had an armed robber with a second rifle or firearm stashed in a 

nearby vehicle.  

 

While it was not part of this specific review, interviews with family members and close friends indicated the 

deceased made extended good-byes to his family just before he left for the bar, that he had made references in 

the past about “suicide by cop” and had related dreams in which he killed family members. Documents in his 

vehicle and subsequent investigation indicated the deceased had been a patient treated by the Veteran’s 

Administration for unspecified issues.  

 

In addition, I have never experienced any robbery where any of the offered cash was left behind by the robber, 

except by mistake or accident. Here, the deceased, presented with several hundred dollars in cash laid out on the 

bar, picked a few of the larger bills and left the rest. He also asked Leon W.L. if Leon had called 911, which 

Leon denied, but had actually done. The deceased checked Leon’s phone to see if Leon had called 911 and 

subsequently returned the phone to Leon, leading Leon to believe the deceased failed to see that call which was 

still listed on his phone.  

 

Looking at all these factors, I believe the deceased did see that Leon had called 911 and that this incident was 

not about robbing a bar. I believe the deceased, knowing police were on the way, was leaving the bar to find a 

shooting site to shoot officers as they arrived in response, with his parked vehicle with the second rifle as a “fall 

back” position. Unfortunately for him, Officers Kehoe and Hamilton were waiting right outside the 14th Street 

bar door. The deceased then chose to raise his rifle to shoot Hamilton when both officers fired, killing him. 
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There is simply no doubt in my mind that Officers Kehoe and Hamilton ended a deadly threat not only to 

themselves, but to all responding officers. Because of their training, experience, dedication and courage, 

not only did they go home to their families that day, all the responding officers did as well.  

 

All the reviewed evidence overwhelming establishes that both officers had a reasonable belief of imminent 

death or great bodily harm to them from the deceased. While not required to, Officer Hamilton gave clear non-

lethal options of action to the deceased which the deceased chose to ignore. While the death of Kevin Higgins is 

unfortunate and will certainly cause emotional trauma to his family and friends, he, and he alone, made the 

decision to point that rifle at Officer Hamilton.  

 

Which begs the question of what will it take for state and federal legislators to address reasonable gun restraint 

issues? What is the use of extended magazines except to continue shooting with minimum reloading and when 

is that capacity ever needed except to shoot people? How many more innocent children, wives and husbands 

must die by use of these deadly devices before legislators stop being spoon fed by gun lobbying groups to do 

their bidding?   How many more families and friends must bury loved ones whose only offense was to be in the 

wrong place at the wrong time? How many more law enforcement agencies will have to bury fellow officers 

killed in the line of duty just because these types of firearms and extended magazines are readily available?  

 

Unfortunately, there is, as yet, no answer to these long overdue questions.  

 

 

DATED THIS 29th DAY OF JULY, 2016 

 

 

 Joe DeCecco 

District Attorney 

Sheboygan County 


