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Statewide expansion of Family Care is 
great news for Wisconsin families 
 

MADISON, WISCONSIN – AARP Wisconsin today applauds the announcement 
by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) to offer Family Care and 
IRIS (Include Respect, I Self-Direct) programs statewide by the first quarter of 
2018. This expansion covers the final seven of Wisconsin’s 72 counties. 
 
“This decision will alleviate waiting lists and ensure that our most vulnerable 
citizens in every corner of Wisconsin will have access to one of the nation’s finest 
long-term care programs,” said Sam Wilson, State Director of AARP Wisconsin. 
“We want to thank state legislators and DHS for listening to our concerns and 
making this critical program available in every Wisconsin county.” 
 
Family Care and IRIS are popular and cost-effective Wisconsin programs that 
give frail elderly and people with disabilities the opportunity to receive long-term 
care services in their homes and communities rather than in costly institutions, 
which is where they’d rather be anyway, Wilson said. 
 
The program closely tailors long-term care services to the needs of the individual, 
saving tens of thousands of dollars per person and leading to better health care 
outcomes. 
 
“Family Care is all about giving seniors independence and choices about the 
services and supports available to meet their needs,” Wilson said. “Everyone 
deserves access to high quality cost-effective long-term care. By any measure, 
this program is a win-win for taxpayers and state residents.” 
 
Family Care and IRIS will expand to Adams, Florence, Forest, Oneida, Taylor, 
and Vilas counties beginning the third quarter of 2017. Family Care and IRIS will 
be expanded to Dane County during the first quarter of 2018. The transition will 
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eliminate the wait list of more than 500 adults in counties currently served by 
Medicaid legacy waivers. 
 
                                                       ### 

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, with a membership of more than 37 million, that helps people turn their goals and 

dreams into real possibilities, strengthens communities and fights for the issues that matter most to families such as healthcare, 

employment security and retirement planning. We advocate for consumers in the marketplace by selecting products and services of 

high quality and value to carry the AARP name as well as help our members obtain discounts on a wide range of products, travel, and 

services.  A trusted source for lifestyle tips, news and educational information, AARP produces AARP The Magazine, the world's 

largest circulation magazine; AARP Bulletin; www. aarp.org; AARP TV & Radio; AARP Books; and AARP VIVA, a bilingual news 

source.  AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or make contributions to political campaigns or candidates.  The AARP 

Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with support from 

thousands of volunteers, donors, and sponsors. AARP has staffed offices in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and 

the U.S. Virgin Islands. Learn more at www.aarp.org.  
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