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The Curious Journalistic Stylings of Bruce Murphy 

Local Blogger Attacks Michelle Bryant 

 

In response to a recent column written by Bruce Murphy of UrbanMilwaukee.com, 6th Senate District Candidate Michelle 

Bryant released the following statement: 

“The first thing that any good journalist should do is get the facts.  Since Mr. Murphy negated to do that, I will provide 

them.  My name is not spelled Michele, as written by Murphy.  It is Michelle. 

Murphy states that I built my “public recognition in Milwaukee by working as a talk show host on WNOV”.  Mr. 

UrbanMilwaukee.com continues to demonstrate that he actually knows very little about urban Milwaukee or Michelle 

Bryant.  The public first became acquainted with me as a regular caller to 1290 WMCS more than 25 years ago.  During 

that time, I regularly joined then host Eric Von on his show, filled-in for Von, and co-hosted with on -air personality 

Cassandra Cassandra, after her co-host, Keith Murphy relocated to Washington, D.C.  The community also is very familiar 

with me because of my 3-year role as the Executive Director of African Word Festival, as a multiple officer holder with the 

Democratic Party of Wisconsin, my work as a Diversity and Inclusion trainer for a number of companies, agencies and local 

government. 

Mr. Murphy incorrectly stated that I “was hosting two different radio shows totaling 12 hours per week during daytime 

hours when legislative aides normally work, so she was really being subsidized by taxpayers.  What Mr. Murphy fails to 

understand is that I am able to set my hours with the Senate office.  I scheduled my work day around the radio shows and 

more than give taxpayers their money’s worth.  I averaging between 60-70 hours a week, even with doing the radio shows.  

What Mr. Murphy fails to realize is that my position is not a 5-day, 40-hour work week.  I work 7 days a week, at all hours 

of the day.  In addition to regular legislative duties and office management, I attend constituent funerals, celebrations, 

meetings, community events, etc.  I am based in Madison, generally 4 days a week.  I average roughly 180 miles on my car 

each day and I don’t receive a mileage reimbursement from the state for those miles.  I made time to help the radio station 

after they lost two of their talk show hosts.  I didn’t apply for the job or call to inquire about it.  I was called to help the 

community continue to receive critical information and Sen. Taylor agreed. 

Mr. Murphy could have visited www.michellebryant4us.com to learn more about my qualifications.  I come to the table 

with more than 15 years of legislative and political experience, which is more than most candidates who run for office, 

including Sen. LaTonya Johnson. 

Mr. Murphy incorrectly asserts that interviews don’t yield policy differences between Sen. Johnson and myself.  I 

encourage him to get the facts and listen to the interviews in their entirety, from at least four sources, and not just use 

the “cliffsnotes” to write an article.  

Mr. Murphy bemoans “that Johnson and Taylor are both Black Democrats representing Milwaukee districts makes this 

race even more nasty, as it forces members of the Milwaukee delegation to choose sides”.  Apparently, race wasn’t a 

factor when while still Black, Sen. Johnson didn’t support Taylor in the Mayoral race.  The delegation didn’t fall apart then, 

and will not fall apart now.  What happens when White candidates run against one another? Hhhmm… 
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Mr. Murphy incorrectly said  “Taylor apparently felt Barrett wasn’t sufficiently supportive of his fellow Democrat and so 

she struck back, running against him for mayor in the April 2016 election and losing badly”.  Senator Taylor did not run for 

Mayor in 2016.  She ran in April 2020. 

Mr. Murphy also found time to work the Strauss Meat Processing deal into his article.  Perhaps a follow up story on the 

scores of Latinos that were protesting unsafe working conditions, related to COVID-19 and racism, on July 27, 2020, at 

Strauss is a fitting next column. 

Mr. Murphy, appearing to forget that his article was entitled “The Curious Campaign of Michele Bryant”, infers that 

Johnson is a workhorse and that I am a show horse.  There is no one, on God’s earth, that would describe me as anything 

less, than one of the hardest working people they have ever met. I am the first in and last out, every day!   

Finally, Mr. Murphy spends most of his article dragging Sen. Lena Taylor and praising Sen. Johnson.  The article really was 

never about me, Michelle, with two “L’s”.  It was just another opportunity for a man who has an axe to grind with Sen. 

Taylor to sharpen his blade.  Journalism has some basic guiding principles, truthfulness, accuracy, objectivity, impartiality, 

fairness, and public accountability.  So, I’m just a little curious about the journalistic stylings of Bruce Murphy.” 
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