
 

New Statewide Campaign to Combat Human Trafficking 

 
Human trafficking is 21st century slavery. It involves the buying and selling of women, men and 

children for sex or labor. It is a multi-billion dollar global industry; a criminal enterprise that 

preys on vulnerable populations and exploits them in unfathomable ways.  It happens here in 

Wisconsin.    

A statewide public awareness campaign to combat human trafficking is launching this week. It 

began with a simple bill that I authored to require the Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ) to 

create a human trafficking awareness poster and encourage the distribution and display of it 

around the state. The campaign has expanded to include state agencies, law enforcement and 

stakeholder groups.  

Wisconsin Attorney General Brad Schimmel and I announced the important partnerships in this 

effort at a press conference this week. These partners include the Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation, the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, United Migrants 

Opportunity Services, Inc. (UMOS), community organizations, law enforcement, faith-based 

organizations, victims’ advocates, the Wisconsin Petroleum Marketers, the Wisconsin Hotels and 

Lodging Association, the Wisconsin Association of Free and Charitable Clinics, Wisconsin 

Urban & Rural Transit Association, and many others.  

You will soon begin seeing the new human trafficking awareness poster at gas stations, rest 

areas, transit stations, hotels, hospitals, and other places where trafficking victims are likely to be 

present.  

The poster, available in English and Spanish, provides critical information about the National 

Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) hotline (1-888-373-7888) and DOJ’s human 

trafficking website – www.befreewisconsin.com.   

The NHRTC Hotline is a 24/7 call center operated by the Polaris Project. Call Specialists provide 

resource referrals, tips to law enforcement, information to the public, and training and technical 

assistance. The hotline is accessible in over 200 languages and all calls are confidential. 

The overarching goals of this informational campaign are to raise public awareness, encourage 

tips, and – most importantly – reach victims and connect them to resources and safety. A simple 

text or call to the hotline can put the victim in touch with a case manager at the NHTRC who will 

then connect them with local services or law enforcement.  For the past 12 months, DOJ has 

been working with law enforcement and service providers across Wisconsin to update protocols 

and inventory resources. 

In order to make an impact, we need more Wisconsinites to be engaged in the fight against 

human trafficking. I want to thank our current and future partners for being a part of this 

meaningful effort to ensure that victims and concerned citizens have the right information, at the 

right time, in the right place. 

http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/
http://www.befreewisconsin.com/


Growing our partnership network is extremely important for the success of this campaign and to 

putting an end to human trafficking in Wisconsin.  For more information on efforts to combat 

human trafficking or to print a copy of Wisconsin’s anti-human trafficking poster, please visit 

DOJ’s human trafficking website – www.befreewisconsin.com.  If you would like additional 

information on partnering opportunities, please contact my office at (888) 529-0031.  
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