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MADISON – Assembly Democratic Leader Rep. Peter Barca today issued the following statements on 

Rep. Nygren’s recent discussion of the transportation budget: 

 

“Today’s comments by the GOP budget chair represent a clear admission that Governor Walker’s 

approach to transportation funding—supported time and time again by legislative Republicans—is and 

continues to be unsustainable and irresponsible. Their negligent funding of our worsening roads has cost 

Wisconsin drivers, delayed projects and depended on reckless borrowing.  

 

“Rep. Nygren knew the data showing that Wisconsin has the third worst roads in the nation when he led 

the Finance Committee to adopt the disastrous transportation budget that was even worse than what 

Walker proposed. He led the fight against Democrats’ proposed solutions, further shortchanging our 

state’s crumbling, pothole-filled roads. 

 

“Suddenly, with an election three months away, Rep. Nygren wants us to believe he’s had an election 

season conversion and claims we need to address the untenable financial situation created by his party. 

On this issue, the Republican leadership’s word means nothing. They also promised the transportation 

community they wouldn’t pass so-called ‘Right to Work’ legislation, and they did anyway; he must take 

the people of Wisconsin as fools to now ask us to believe their word is good on this new call for revenue 

for our roads. Equally significant, the governor has made it clear he opposes this approach and the GOP 

leadership always follows his lead, regardless of the dire consequences for our state. 

 

“Wisconsin is 37th in job growth and dead last in the Midwest with a shrinking middle class. Building and 

maintaining our infrastructure is vital for growing our economy—we need real solutions now. It’s about 

time that Republicans admit the governor is falling down on the job, and that they have been complicit in 

the lack of investment in fixing and maintaining our roads and bridges.”  
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