
1 

 
 

 

July 27, 2016 / FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Contact: Jim Flaherty, Communications Director 

Office 608/ 286-6308 – Cell 608/ 698-0928 

 

AARP gives “Champion of the 50+” Award to 
Speaker Paul Ryan for preserving financial security 
 

Madison, Wisconsin – AARP announced House Speaker Paul Ryan as a recipient of 
the 2016 “Champion of the 50+” legislative leadership award for his significant 
achievements during the 114th Congress that benefit the lives of those age 50-plus and 
their families. 
 
Speaker Ryan received his award for preserving financial security through passage of 
legislation that addressed the shortfall in the Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) 
trust fund, ensuring that children, veterans, older workers, families and others who 
receive disability insurance benefits would not face a 20 percent cut in their benefits. 
 
“Speaker Ryan deserves this award because he worked to improve financial security for 
millions of American families,” said AARP Wisconsin State Director Sam Wilson. 
“Passing legislation to protect benefits for disabled workers has demonstrated 
leadership qualities to help Americans achieve greater financial security.” 
 
AARP Wisconsin presented the award to Speaker Ryan yesterday in Milwaukee.  

 

                                                       ### 

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, with a membership of more than 37 million, that helps people turn their goals and dreams into 

real possibilities, strengthens communities and fights for the issues that matter most to families such as healthcare, employment security and 

retirement planning. We advocate for consumers in the marketplace by selecting products and services of high quality and value to carry the 

AARP name as well as help our members obtain discounts on a wide range of products, travel, and services.  A trusted source for lifestyle tips, 

news and educational information, AARP produces AARP The Magazine, the world's largest circulation magazine; AARP Bulletin; www. 

aarp.org; AARP TV & Radio; AARP Books; and AARP VIVA, a bilingual news source.  AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or 

make contributions to political campaigns or candidates.  The AARP Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides security, protection, and 

empowerment to older persons in need with support from thousands of volunteers, donors, and sponsors. AARP has staffed offices in all 50 

states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Learn more at www.aarp.org.  
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