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UW-MADISON BOLZ CENTER FOR ARTS ADMINISTRATION AND ARTS WISCONSIN  

TEAM UP FOR INAUGURAL CREATIVE PLACEMAKING SUMMER INSTITUTE 

July 23-August 3, 2018 

 

The UW-Madison Creative Placemaking Summer Institute--the first 

placemaking intensive of its kind offered by a U.S. university—begins its 

inaugural class on Monday, July 23 and runs through Friday, August 3. The 

institute is presented in partnership by the UW-Madison Bolz Center for Arts 

Administration, the nation’s first training program for arts administrators, and Arts 

Wisconsin, the state’s community cultural development organization. The UW-

Madison’s Division of the Arts is the sponsor of the Institute.  

 

While creative placemaking is a relatively new term, its practice is decades 

old, particularly in Wisconsin, in part because of its progressive history and 

the Wisconsin Idea. The course will explore this rich history, definitions, and 

current impacts of creative placemaking (also known as arts-based community 

development or community cultural development) in Wisconsin and beyond. The class will participate in active 

learning, with live examination of creative placemaking models, best practices and challenges, evaluation and 

measures of success with guest artists, entrepreneurs, and community practitioners engaged in placemaking 

cross the state of Wisconsin and eastern Minnesota. 

 

Participants are students, educators, entrepreneurs, and community activists from Wisconsin and beyond. The 

Institute will engage with speakers, workshops and site visits to some of the most fascinating and innovative 

arts-based community development work in the state of Wisconsin and beyond, The program will explore the 

history, principles, and practice that put Wisconsin on the map over 50 years ago with this work, and 

continues in the 21st century. 

 

Site visits are an integral component of the program, with trips around Madison and to eight different 

Wisconsin communities, each program and each community approaching the work of creative placemaking in 

unique and valuable ways that are meaningful to the members of the community in which they find 

themselves. 

 

The UW-Madison Bolz Center for Arts Administration was founded in 1969 as the nation’s first 

multidisciplinary business degree program in arts administration, blending graduate coursework in business 

and arts administration, distinguished guest speakers, and real-world work experience. The Bolz Center serves 

as a center of discussion, research, and analysis, advancing collective understanding of what it means to 

manage and lead in an exciting field. www.bus.wisc.edu/centers/bolz-center-for-arts-administration. 

 

Arts Wisconsin, founded in 1992, is Wisconsin’s community cultural development organization, speaking up 

and working for the arts and creativity as essential to Wisconsin’s economic vitality, comprehensive education 

for the 21st century, healthy, vibrant communities, and an engaged civic life for all. Arts Wisconsin provides 

advocacy, service, development and connections for people, organizations, businesses and communities 

making the arts and creativity happen throughout the state. www.artswisconsin.org. 

 

The UW-Madison Division of the Arts and its affiliates advance the arts by leading and promoting arts 

engagement across campus and beyond.  www.artsdivision.wisc.edu  

 

For more information, contact Anne Katz at 608 255 8316 | akatz@artswisconsin.org. 
 



 


