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‘Vote Yes to Invest’ Announces Campaign 

Co-Chairs 

 
MADISON, Wis.— Today, Vote Yes to Invest, the campaign leading the coalition to 
support Madison school districts referendum efforts announced four Co-Chairs. 
The four Co-Chairs include, Alder Sheri Carter, the President of the Madison 
Common Council; Gary Wolter, the former Chairman and CEO of Madison Gas and 
Electric; Julie Underwood, the former Dean of the School of Education at the 
University of Wisconsin Madison, and Dave Branson, the Executive Director of the 
Building and Construction Trades Council of South Central Wisconsin.  
 
Melinda Heinritz, the Executive Director of Schools Make Madison Advocacy 
highlighted the exceptional leadership that the Co-Chairs have played in the 
Madison Community. “We are honored to have these great leaders serve as 
Co-Chairs of our campaign to invest in our public schools. All four have played 
integral roles in our community and understand the magnitude that both referenda 
have in creating safe and healthy buildings, while also investing critical resources in 
equity projects aimed at addressing historical inequalities.” 

The building referendum is important to upgrade the schools to modern 
standards. The operating referendum will give the district the ability to 
attract and retain teachers and to ensure that students are able to learn a 
culturally relevant curriculum. 

-Dave Branson, the Executive Director of the Building and 
Construction Trades Council of South Central Wisconsin 

These referenda together are a critical investment in our students and the 
future of our city. They will fund strategic equity initiatives that address racial 
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and socioeconomic inequities that have existed for too long in our 
community.  

-Alder Sheri Carter, the President of the Madison Common Council 

The health of our schools is a predictor of the future health of our community.  It 
is important to support our schools and keep them strong. 

-Gary Wolter, the former Chairman and CEO of Madison Gas and Electric 

Our community is only as strong as its public school system.  As a 
community we need to invest in our children’s education and future to 
ensure that we can recruit and retain the best teachers. 

-Julie Underwood, the former Dean of the School of Education at the 
University of Wisconsin Madison 

The Board of Education for MMSD voted unanimously to place two referenda on 
the ballot this November. The vote came after months of community feedback at 
public meetings across the district.  

The “Vote Yes 2 Invest” campaign is a coalition of community and business 
leaders, local families, educators and education advocates, working in support of 
the proposed Madison Metropolitan School District (MMSD) referenda. The “Vote 
Yes 2 Invest” Campaign is powered by Schools Make Madison Advocacy, Inc., an 
affiliate of the Foundation for Madison’s Public Schools. 
 
Learn more at https://yes2investmsn.org/ and stay connected on Twitter and Facebook.  
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