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Statement from Mayor Mason on the Council’s Deferral of HWY 20 Project to August 5th 
Meeting and the Delay of the HWY 32 Move Off of Main Street 

 
City of Racine – Today Mayor Mason released the following statement on the decision of the Common Council to defer 
the vote on the Highway 20 reconstruction project until its August 5th meeting, as well as the decision to delay 
consideration of the proposal to move the State Highway 32 designation off of Main Street to Marquette Street: 
 

“Tuesday night, the Common Council postponed a vote on a project that would completely reconstruct 
and shut down Washington Avenue from West Blvd, to the City’s western border with Mount Pleasant. 
If the project moves forward as planned in August, parts of Washington Avenue, Durand Avenue, 
Lathrop Avenue, and Memorial Drive will all be under construction simultaneously. Several Alders 
expressed concerns about the impacts this project will have on local businesses and what it will mean 
for residents trying to drive through our City. I share those concerns, and welcome Alders’ efforts to 
engage in meaningful community outreach to discuss the project’s timeline and receive feedback from 
those who will be directly impacted.  
 
Similarly, there is a delay on the proposal to move the State Highway 32 designation from Main Street to 
Marquette Street so the City can engage residents in the Marquette St/Lincoln King neighborhood first. 
Moving the State Highway 32 designation from Main Street to Marquette Street was a recommendation 
from the Toole Design study conducted last year. The Toole study did engage many of our downtown 
residents, and the study’s recommendations enjoy broad support from those in the downtown area. 
However, the recommendation to move Highway 32 onto Marquette Street would route a state 
highway through one of our most diverse and economically challenged neighborhoods, and those 
residents have not yet been consulted. There are important equity considerations that should be 
explored before we take a final vote on a proposal that moves a state highway through a neighborhood, 
and we must robustly engage and listen to the residents of the Lincoln King neighborhood before 
proceeding.  
 
The Department of Public Works has been directed to improve its communication internally and 
externally on these projects to make sure all stakeholders are engaged on the front end of these 
processes. Taxpayers fund these efforts and we must to doing a better job of informing and hearing 
from the public about road projects. The Council will revisit the Highway 20 reconstruction project at its 
meeting on August 5th and the vote on whether or not to move Highway 32 will not happen until proper 
outreach can be done to engage the residents in the Lincoln King neighborhood.” 
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With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 
manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-
Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 
the shores of Lake Michigan.    


