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County Board Chairwoman Marcelia Nicholson Applauds 

National Settlement in Opioids Lawsuits 
 

MILWAUKEE – On Wednesday afternoon a group of state attorneys general announced 

tentative plans for a massive, $26 billion agreement that would settle thousands of state and 

local government lawsuits stemming from the opioid epidemic. Milwaukee County could 

receive millions of dollars if the settlement is agreed to by enough of the states involved. 

 

County Board Chairwoman Marcelia Nicholson release the following statement upon the news 

of the tentative agreement:   
  

“Milwaukee County has suffered a heavy burden from the opioid epidemic – not only in 

terms of hundreds of lost lives, devastated families, and many people currently suffering 

from addiction, but also in terms of the financial costs associated with providing treatment 

and other public services.  
 

“While those responsible for the opioid epidemic will escape having to take personal 

responsibility, the financial settlement provides an opportunity for Milwaukee County to 

recover some of the costs borne by the office of the medical examiner, human services, the 

court system, and law enforcement.  
 

“I'm tremendously appreciative of the great legal minds who led this effort for the people of 

Wisconsin, including Milwaukee County Corporation Counsel Margaret Daun, Wisconsin 

Attorney General Josh Kaul, and also Governor Tony Evers, who presciently signed into a law 

a measure that will ensure every Wisconsin County receives their fair share of the 

settlement.  
 

“This is a win for Milwaukee County, but the opioid epidemic rages on.  Milwaukee County 

will continue to do everything we can to provide support to those who need it.” 
 

States involved in the combined lawsuits have 30 days to decide whether to participate in the 

settlement. If enough states agree, then counties and cities have a chance to accept the terms. 
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