
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                  FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 

July 21, 2017                            Rep. Gary Hebl, (608) 266-7678 

 

 

REP. HEBL CIRCULATES CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO GIVE WISCONSIN 

CITIZENS A DIRECT VOICE  

 

(MADISON) – Today Representative Gary Hebl (D- Sun Prairie) circulated a constitutional amendment, 

LRB-2729, which will give more power to the citizens of Wisconsin by enabling them to veto 

legislatively-passed laws at the ballot box.  

 

“This is long overdue for Wisconsin,” Hebl said. “Ultimately, we as legislators are accountable to the 

people of this state. If they believe we are passing legislation that is not in their best interest, they should 

absolutely have the power to say ‘No.’ This constitutional amendment will allow them to do so.” 

 

To get a veto referendum on the ballot, signatures equaling 4% of the total votes of the most recent 

gubernatorial election must be collected. If a law is rejected at the ballot, it may not be reenacted during 

the same legislative session in which it was rejected. 

 

The constitutional amendment also creates a method for citizens to propose their own laws and 

constitutional amendments.  

 

“Anybody who has spent any time in state government knows that only a fraction of proposed laws even 

get a public hearing, let alone passed into law,” Hebl continued. “Good legislation can stall with no action 

on it if the party in power – be it Republicans or Democrats – don’t want to act on it. This amendment will 

allow citizens to bypass partisan inaction and take their case right the people of Wisconsin.” 

 

Proposing a law or constitutional amendment would take signatures equaling 6% and 8%, respectively, of 

the total vote in the most recent gubernatorial election. Any citizen legislation that is approved by voters is 

not subject to a Governor’s veto, and cannot be repealed or amended by the legislature for two years after 

it goes into effect. After that two year period, the law can only be changed with two-thirds majorities in 

each house. 

 

“If legislators are unable or unwilling to consider legislation that serves the public interest,” Hebl said, 

“there ought to be a mechanism for the citizens of this state to introduce that themselves.” 

-END- 
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2017 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 

To amend section 1 of article IV, section 17 (2) of article IV and section 10 (1) (b) of

article V; and to create section 7 of article III, section 17 (4) of article IV, section

17 (5) of article IV, section 17 (6) of article IV and section 17 (7) of article IV of

the constitution; relating to: reserving to the people the power of referendum

to reject acts of the legislature and the power of initiative to propose and

approve at an election laws and constitutional amendments (first

consideration).

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

This constitutional amendment, proposed to the 2017 legislature on first
consideration, creates a petition process by which the people may propose and
approve laws and constitutional amendments at an election and creates a
referendum process by which the people may reject an act of the legislature.

REFERENDUM

The amendment provides that no act may become effective until at least 120
days after the act is published.  During that period, the people may file a petition with
the commission that administers state elections (Elections Commission) for a
referendum to reject the act, a section of the act, or an item of appropriation in the
act.  The amendment requires the legislature to establish the Elections Commission.

A petition for referendum must be signed by qualified electors equaling at least
4 percent of the vote cast for the office of governor at the last preceding gubernatorial
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election and must be filed with the Elections Commission within 90 days after the
date of publication of the act.

After validating a petition's signatures, the Elections Commission is required
to order a referendum at the next general election occurring at least 120 days after
the petition was filed with the Elections Commission.  No act or part of an act subject
to the petition may go into effect unless a majority of those voting on the referendum
approve it.  If the petition is against a part of an act, the remainder of the act is not
prevented from going into effect.  No act or part of an act rejected in a referendum
may be reenacted during the legislative session in which it was rejected.

INITIATIVE

The amendment further provides that the people may propose, by petition filed
with the Elections Commission, laws and constitutional amendments for a vote at
an election.  The petition must satisfy all of the following conditions:

1.  If a petition for an initiative law, be signed by qualified electors equaling at
least 6 percent of the vote cast for the office of governor at the last preceding
gubernatorial election.

2.  If a petition for an initiative constitutional amendment, be signed by
qualified electors equaling at least 8 percent of the vote cast for the office of governor
at the last preceding gubernatorial election.

3.  Include the full text of the proposed law or constitutional amendment
prepared in proper form, as provided by law.  Upon request by any qualified elector,
the Elections Commission is required to have the proposed law or constitutional
amendment drafted in proper form and made available to the public.  The proposed
law or amendment must embrace no more than one subject, and that subject must
be expressed in the title.

4.  Be filed with the Elections Commission not less than 120 days before the
election at which the proposed law or constitutional amendment is to be voted upon.

Similar to the process for a referendum, after verifying an initiative petition's
signatures, the Elections Commission is required to order the submission of the
initiative law or constitutional amendment to the qualified electors of the state for
their approval or rejection at the next succeeding general election occurring
subsequent to 120 days after the filing of the petition.

If approved by a majority of the qualified electors voting at the election, an
initiative law or constitutional amendment goes into effect on the 30th day after the
date the Elections Commission certifies the election results, unless a different
effective date is specified in the initiative.  The legislature may not repeal or amend
an initiative law for the two years immediately succeeding its publication and may
not repeal or amend an initiative law except by a vote of two-thirds of all members
elected to each house.  If an initiative law or constitutional amendment fails to pass
at the election, the same initiative law or amendment may not be considered again
by voters under the initiative process for at least five years.
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SECOND CONSIDERATION AND RATIFICATION

A proposed constitutional amendment requires adoption by two successive

legislatures, and ratification by the people, before it can become effective.

Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That:

SECTION 1.  Section 7 of article III of the constitution is created to read:

[Article III] Section 7.  The legislature shall establish by law a commission to

administer state elections.

SECTION 2.  Section 1 of article IV of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article IV] Section 1.  The legislative power, except for the initiative and

referendum powers reserved to the people, shall be vested in a senate and assembly.

SECTION 3.  Section 17 (2) of article IV of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article IV] Section 17 (2)  No Except as provided under sub. (6) (c), no law shall

be enacted except by bill.  No law shall be in force until published.

SECTION 4.  Section 17 (4) of article IV of the constitution is created to read:

[Article IV] Section 17 (4)  No act passed by the legislature may take effect

before the 120th day after the date of publication of the act.

SECTION 5.  Section 17 (5) of article IV of the constitution is created to read:

[Article IV] Section 17 (5) (a)  The people reserve to themselves the power to

approve or reject at a referendum any act of the legislature or part of an act as

provided in this subsection.  The people may petition for a referendum on the passage

of an act, one or more sections of an act, or one or more items of appropriation in an

act.  The petition for a referendum shall satisfy all of the following conditions:

1.  Be signed by qualified electors equaling at least 4 percent of the vote cast for

the office of governor at the last preceding gubernatorial election.
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2.  Be filed with the commission administering state elections on or before the

90th day after the date of publication of the act.

(b)  All signatures for a petition submitted under par. (a) must be made on paper.

After verifying the sufficiency of the signatures for a petition, the commission

administering state elections shall order the submission of the act or each act section

or each item of appropriation in the petition to the qualified electors of the state for

their approval or rejection at the next succeeding general election occurring

subsequent to 120 days after the filing of the petition.

(c)  No act of the legislature, section of an act, or item of appropriation subject

to referendum under this subsection shall go into effect unless approved by a

majority of the qualified electors voting at the referendum.  If a referendum petition

is filed against a part of an act, the remainder of the act shall not thereby be

prevented or delayed from going into effect.

(d)  No act of the legislature or part of an act rejected in a referendum may be

reenacted during the legislative session in which it was rejected.

SECTION 6.  Section 17 (6) of article IV of the constitution is created to read:

[Article IV] Section 17 (6) (a)  The people reserve to themselves the power of

initiative to propose laws and amendments to this constitution and to approve or

reject them at an election independently of the legislature as provided in this

subsection.  The people may propose an initiative law or constitutional amendment

by petition for a vote of the people on the passage of the law or ratification of the

amendment.  The petition shall satisfy all of the following conditions:

1.  If a petition for an initiative law, be signed by qualified electors equaling at

least 6 percent of the vote cast for the office of governor at the last preceding

gubernatorial election.
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2.  If a petition for an initiative constitutional amendment, be signed by

qualified electors equaling at least 8 percent of the vote cast for the office of governor

at the last preceding gubernatorial election.

3.  Include the full text of the proposed law or constitutional amendment

prepared in proper form, as provided by law.  Upon request by any qualified elector,

the commission administering state elections shall have the proposed law or

constitutional amendment drafted in proper form, as provided by law, and made

available to the public.  The proposed law or amendment shall embrace no more than

one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title.

4.  Be filed with the commission administering state elections not less than 120

days before the election at which the proposed law or constitutional amendment is

to be voted upon.

(b)  All signatures for a petition submitted under par. (a) must be made on paper.

After verifying the sufficiency of the signatures for a petition, the commission

administering state elections shall order the submission of the initiative law or

amendment to the qualified electors of the state for their approval or rejection at the

next succeeding general election occurring subsequent to 120 days after the filing of

the petition.

(c)  If approved by a majority of the qualified electors voting at the election, an

initiative law or constitutional amendment shall go into effect on the 30th day after

the date the commission administering state elections certifies the election results

as provided by law, unless a different effective date is specified in the initiative law

or amendment.  The legislature may not repeal or amend an initiative law for the two

years immediately succeeding its publication and may not repeal or amend an

initiative law except by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house.
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(d)  If not approved by a majority of the qualified electors voting at the election,

the same initiative law or constitutional amendment, as determined by the

commission administering state elections, may not be submitted again to the

qualified electors under par. (b) until a general election occurring at least 5 years

after the general election at which the initiative law or constitutional amendment

was rejected.

SECTION 7.  Section 17 (7) of article IV of the constitution is created to read:

[Article IV] Section 17 (7)  No person may pay to or receive from another person

money or other thing of value based on the number of signatures obtained on an

initiative or referendum petition.  This subsection does not prohibit payment for

signature gathering that is not based, either directly or indirectly, on the number of

signatures obtained.

SECTION 8.  Section 10 (1) (b) of article V of the constitution is amended to read:

[Article V] Section 10 (1) (b)  If the governor approves and signs the bill, the bill

shall become law, unless rejected by the people at a referendum.  Appropriation bills

may be approved in whole or in part by the governor, and the part approved shall

become law, unless rejected by the people at a referendum.

SECTION 9.  Numbering of new provisions.  If another constitutional

amendment ratified by the people creates the number of any provision created in this

joint resolution, the chief of the legislative reference bureau shall determine the

sequencing and the numbering of the provisions whose numbers conflict and shall

adjust any cross-references to those provisions.
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Be it further resolved, That this proposed amendment be referred to the

legislature to be chosen at the next general election and that it be published for three

months previous to the time of holding such election.

(END)
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