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Thomas Nelson in Action... 

Using Excessive Government Power and  
Crushing Appleton Jobs 

  
 "Remember that a government big enough to give you everything you want is 
big enough to take away everything you have." -Davy Crockett 
  
Outagamie County Executive Thomas Nelson’s efforts to use the power of 
eminent domain to take property in the Appleton Industrial Park is a clear 
example of the big government views he would support in Congress and an 
example of government run amok. 
 
But don't take our word for it. Former county board member John Pfefferle had 
far worse to say, "I served 12 years on the county board many years ago and I 
chaired the property committee," Pfefferle said. "This is local government at its 
worst." 
 
The government taking someone's private property by force should be a rare 
step of last resort, but apparently Thomas Nelson thinks it's the first step in a 
process. Even Thomas’ own government lawyer thought this step was unheard 
of. In reference to eminent domain powers, the Appleton Post-Crescent reported 
that Outagamie County attorney Joe Guidote said, "It's a governmental power 
that shouldn't be taken lightly." Guidote went on to say, "I've been here 22 years 
and we've never done it in Outagamie County apart from transportation needs." 
 
Mike Gallagher, candidate for the 8th Congressional district, called Nelson's 
move a clear example of the differences between the candidates’ view of the role 
of government. 
 
 



"This is a great example of why so many have grown frustrated with career 
politicians. Abusing the power of government and hurting job creators is a 
tremendous overreach. This should be stopped and Tom Nelson should end this 
abuse of power." 
 
"We should always be looking for ways to grow private sector jobs and not kill job 
growth through underhanded and abusive ways like Thomas Nelson is 
proposing," said Gallagher. "But instead Thomas Nelson is literally pushing 
bigger government at the expense of job growth in Outagamie County." 
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