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1000 Wisconsinites show up to demand action on climate crisis 

Strong public showing at Climate Task Force listening sessions points to support for bold, 

equitable solutions 

  
MADISON, WI — Wisconsin residents came out in strong support for state-level action on 

climate change during recent public listening sessions held by the Governor’s Task Force on 

Climate Change. 

  

Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes, Chair of the Task Force, announced last week that roughly 1000 

Wisconsin residents attended one of five recent virtual public listening sessions held between 

late June and mid-July. 

  

“As a Task Force member, I am blown away by the strong attendance during these five 

sessions. People showing up to have their voices heard at a government hearing is always 

powerful, but for people to place such an emphasis on the issue of climate change during these 

uncertain times tells you it’s particularly important for Wisconsinites to see the state tackle this 

issue,” said Amber Meyer Smith, vice president of programs and government relations at Clean 

Wisconsin. 

  

The Governor’s Task Force on Climate Change will put forth a set of recommendations the 

governor, state agencies, and the legislature should take to address climate change across the 

board, from clean energy to green jobs to climate resilience. 

  

“We heard the same message from the public again and again: the state needs to take action to 

boldly and equitably address the climate crisis,” said Smith. “Wisconsin residents are the ones 

dealing with the impacts of climate change, and they told us about the health impacts they’re 

facing, the flooding that has devastated their communities and the opportunity to create jobs 

and bolster the economy through clean energy.” 

  

The coronavirus pandemic caused the public listening sessions—originally planned to be held 

in person around the state—to move to a virtual format. Smith says this only makes the high 

attendance figures more impressive. 

  

“People understand that the window to address climate change is closing. They’re demanding 

that the state take a comprehensive approach.” 

  

mailto:asmith@cleanwisconsin.org


Judging by the high attendance of the recent virtual public listening sessions, it’s clear that 

Wisconsin residents want climate change solutions at all levels of state government. 

  

There is still time to have your voice heard. To submit written comments, or to watch any of the 

recorded virtual public hearings, visit climatechange.wi.gov. Written comments must be 

submitted by July 31. 

  
### 

  
On behalf of its more than 30,000 members, supporters and its coalition partners,  

Clean Wisconsin protects and preserves Wisconsin's clean air, water and natural heritage. 
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