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Cristina Mendoza of UW-Rock County receives  
Lee Grugel Memorial Student Leadership Award and SGC seat 

Associate Dean for Student Affairs and Enrollment Management Southwest Region of University of 
Wisconsin Colleges/UW-Rock County Campus Administrator Kristin Fillhouer announced that second-year 
student Cristina Mendoza of Janesville has received the Lee Grugel Memorial Student Leadership Award.  
This award is presented to students who demonstrate outstanding leadership qualities and a commitment to 
their campus.   

Fillhouer nominated Mendoza for the award stating, “Cristina has spent the last academic year 
honing her leadership skills, enhancing student life on campus, encouraging involvement to her peers, as well 
as participating on SGC.” 

 The award was granted to Mendoza following her recent appointment as president of the UW 
Colleges Student Governance Council (SGC).  The SGC serves as a forum for students to represent their 
campuses in discussion about various policies and procedures that impact the UW Colleges.  Mendoza 
reports being pretty intimidated prior to her first SGC meeting, but that she “fell in love with being able to 
have a voice for the students and to bring that to those in authority.” 

 As a student, Mendoza clearly sees challenges for the UW Colleges moving forward.  “It looks 
challenging, due to regionalization and the budget cuts.  I think that, as a student, we need more advisors and 
mentors back on our campuses.  We need to understand how the regionalization is affecting the campuses,” 
she emphasizes.  Mendoza also encourages other students to become involved.  “Every person has a different 
perspective…and everyone’s voice makes a difference.  We can make all student experiences better at UW-
Rock County,” Mendoza assures. 

The UW System has a dual structure for governance.  Each campus has a student government and a 
collegium comprised of faculty, staff, and students, but there is also a governance structure at the institutional 
level.  At the institutional level, the University of Wisconsin Colleges Senate consists of faculty, staff, and 
students with the chancellor as the presiding officer. 



 Students have three representatives and three alternates who are elected by the Student Governance 
Council (SGC) and sit on the UW Colleges Senate.  The SGC serves as the students’ voice at the institutional 
level. Council officers for the 2016-17 academic year include: 

 President:  Cristina Mendoza/UW-Rock County 
 Vice President: Alec Smith/UW-Fox Valley 
 Financial Director: Yun Wang/UW Marshfield/Wood County 
 Executive Director: Samantha Gerland/UW-Barron County 
 First Year Officer: vacant, elected Fall 2016 

 

 For more information about UW-Rock County visit rock.uwc.edu.   
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