
 

For Immediate Release       For More Information, Contact:  
July 19, 2016         Art Shrader, 608-415-9043 
 

Brooks Focused on Fundraising, Not his Job 
Assembly Republican leadership dumps $20,000 into longtime incumbent’s campaign 

 
REEDSBURG – It’s no secret that Rep. Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg) has a history of putting his own 
fundraising before the people he represents.  Just last session, he missed a pivotal tax cut vote on the 
Assembly floor to attend a fundraiser for himself – worrying about his campaign finances rather than 
doing his job.  Legislative finance reports were due last week and it’s not surprising that over the last six 
months, Brooks has spent his time stocking up his campaign coffers.  His report included a $20,000 
contribution from party leaders in Madison that was nearly one-third of his total fundraising and was 
more than any other contribution to legislative candidates made by the Republican Assembly Campaign 
Committee (RACC).   
 
“It speaks volumes that the party leaders in Madison are dumping tens of thousands of dollars into this 
race.  Based on my conversations with voters at the doors, it is clear that our community is tired of a State 
Representative who often rubberstamps his party’s unpopular, often self-serving policies.   Being a leader 
means you have to ask the tough questions and speak up for what is right, even if that means going 
against your own party.  Let’s call this what it is: loyalty pay for someone who does what he is told to do,” 
Shrader said.   
 
Over the past several weeks the Shrader campaign has steadily been gaining momentum and has received 
endorsements from AFSCME, WEAC, Wisconsin Progress, AFL-CIO, the Wisconsin League of Conservation 
Voters, the Wisconsin Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers, Congressman Ron Kind, 
State Rep. Dave Considine (D-Baraboo), State Rep. Robb Kahl (D-Monona), State Rep. Steve Doyle (D-
Onalaska) and several local elected officials.  There is a Democratic primary on August 9. 
 
“It is clear that GOP party leaders are getting nervous. Wisconsin is not going in the right direction and 
it’s something I hear everywhere I go.  We can do better.  Our community has so much to offer and it is 
time we had a leader that took the time and made the effort to turn things around,” Shrader concluded.   
 
Art and his wife of 22 years, Mindy, live in rural Reedsburg and have two children, Dakota and Miranda.  
After serving overseas as a Marine in Operation Desert Storm, Art attended UW-Richland County and 
graduated with degrees from both Winona State University and UW-Madison.  Art works at WCCU Credit 
Union as a Business Loan Officer.  He is a member of VFW Post 1916, the Eagles Nest Detachment of the 
Marine Corps League and previously was a member of the Lions Club, Kiwanis Club, Sauk County 
Chamber of Commerce, Sauk County Economic Development Corporation Board, Baraboo Revitalization 
Committee, Reedsburg Outdoor Club and the Reedsburg Homeless Shelter Board. 
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