
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 19, 2018  
 
Contact: Markasa Tucker, Director of the African American Roundtable, 414-699-5195, 
Markasa@WisconsinVoices.org  
 
 
Dear Mayor Tom Barrett, 
 
The community understands the urgency in appointing Fire and Police Commissioners but we 
are appalled with your choice of Mr. William Gielow. We demand a public statement regarding 
your current appointees for the FPC, those that may or may not be reappointed, and when you 
will fill all nine seats of the Fire and Police Commission.  
 
Mr. Gielow has no sense of the climate of this city, specifically around issues Fire and Police 
Commissioners must be prepared for and deeply engaged in. It is unacceptable Mr. Gielow 
could not answer the question of what the most important issues for the FPC are. It's 
embarrassing and insulting to the community that your office would appoint a person who 
admittedly doesn't know the issues. That is not what Milwaukee needs. 
 
During Monday and Wednesday's meetings, fewer than 35 people attempted to vet the two 
candidates. The majority were city staff or supporters of the candidates. Many of us from the 
community were not able to attend because of the extremely short notice given by your office. 
Therefore, we question your sincerity in wanting the public’s input. These meetings do not 
appear to be scheduled or designed to reach the community you are elected to serve.  
 
Additionally, the community is still waiting to hear from you about the reappointments of the two 
Fire and Police Commissioners whose terms expired but are interested in being reappointed: 
Marisabel Cabrera and Steven DeVougus.  These Commissioners have been present and 
understand the climate of our city. We urge you to keep them on. 
 
We stand with President Hamilton and the other Common Council members who asked you to 
fill all nine seats of the FPC. We also stand with Common Council members who recently asked 
you reappoint the Marisabel Cabrera and Steven DeVogus.  
 
 



Sincerely, 
 
Markasa Tucker 
Director of the African American Roundtable 
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