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Dairy Stream podcast explores roadmap  
to success for watershed conservation groups 

Resource will guide growing number of farmer-led efforts across Wisconsin 

 
The newest episode of the Dairy Stream podcast features a new resource for farmers looking to expand 
conservation practices and document their progress in water quality and soil health. 

Dairy Stream host Mike Austin talked with three key players in the effort who created the Producer-led 
Group Roadmap: Finding Success in Farmer-Led Watershed Organizations: 

• Rachel Rushmann, Producer-led Program manager at Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protection 

• Steve Richter, director of agriculture strategies at The Nature Conservancy in Wisconsin 

• Lauren Brey, director of strategic partnerships and sustainability for the Dairy Strong 
Sustainability Alliance 

GLC Minerals sponsored this episode. 

Listen here. 

Podcast breakdown:  

• 1:18 – Requirements and qualifications for a farmer-led watershed conservation group  

(Rachel Rushmann answer) 

• 2:05: Growth of watershed groups in Wisconsin (Rachel) 

• 2:32: Conservation practices and The Nature Conservancy’s involvement (Steve Richter) 

• 6:10: Support from the Dairy Strong Sustainability Alliance (Lauren Brey) 

• 8:09: How the groups connect with other farmers and industry professionals (Brey) 

• 10:06: Funding sources (Rushmann) 

• 12:41: Success stories and state government support (Rushmann) 

• 15:19: Tracking activity and outcomes (Richter) 

• 20:45:  Staying organized (Brey) 

• 23:50: Priorities and learning opportunities (Richter) 

• 25:35: Annual reports (Rushmann) 

• 27: 39: Advice for farmers looking to start a watershed conservation group (all) 

About Dairy Stream: 

https://www.voiceofmilk.com/news/513800/New-resource-for-farmers-available-for-increasing-conservation-collaboration.htm
https://www.voiceofmilk.com/news/513800/New-resource-for-farmers-available-for-increasing-conservation-collaboration.htm
https://glcminerals.com/
https://www.dairyforward.com/general/custom.asp?page=dairystream


Dairy Stream focuses on policy, sustainability, market trends, new technology, processor updates, 

business partner news and farmer involvement. Dairy Stream is co-produced by the Dairy Business 

Association and Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative, sister organizations that fight for effective dairy policy 

in Wisconsin and Washington, D.C..  

Dairy Stream is available on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts, iHeartRadio, PodBean, Spotify or 

wherever you podcast. 
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Embed on website:  

<iframe title="How to start a farmer-led watershed group" height="122" width="100%" style="border: 

none;" scrolling="no" data-name="pb-iframe-player" 

src="https://www.podbean.com/media/player/xagp8-

e24ee1?from=yiiadmin&download=1&version=1&skin=1&btn-

skin=103&auto=0&share=1&fonts=Helvetica&download=1&rtl=0&pbad=1"></iframe> 

 

Tweet about this: 

New guide for farmer-led conservation groups featured on Dairy Stream #podcast @widatcp 

@nature_org @VoiceOfMilk @DairyForward 

 

About DBA: 

 

The Dairy Business Association is the leading dairy lobby group in Wisconsin, focused on advocating for 

sensible state laws and regulations that affect the dairy community. The nonprofit organization is 

comprised of dairy farmers, milk processors, vendors and other business partners who work 

collaboratively to ensure that dairy farms of all sizes have the support they need to keep America’s 

Dairyland strong. More information: www.dairyforward.com 

About Edge: 
 
Edge Dairy Farmer Cooperative provides dairy farmers throughout the Midwest with a powerful voice — 
the voice of milk — in Congress, with customers and within their communities. Edge, based in Green 
Bay, Wis., is one of the top cooperatives in the country based on milk volume. More information: 
www.voiceofmilk.com. 
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