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The “Stronger Way Act” Would Help Lift Workers out of Poverty 
 
MILWAUKEE– Today the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families (WCCF) joined 
Community Advocates, Milwaukee Urban League, and UMOS to announce new legislation that 
U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin will introduce to fight poverty in America. Senator Baldwin's 
Stronger Way Act is bold legislation to put real solutions in place to create opportunity for all and 
reward work.  
 
The following is the statement made by WCCF Executive Director, Ken Taylor, at the press 
conference regarding the Stronger Way Act: 
 
“There’s a deep and growing economic divide in America and it’s holding back our economic 
recovery. That divide is very obvious here in Milwaukee, but is severe in many rural parts of our 
state as well.  
 
Poverty and income inequality have serious negative consequences in both the near term and for 
many years to come. An immediate effect is that inequality stifles economic growth because 
wealthy people spend a lower percentage of their income than poor families, so a concentration 
of wealth reduces demand for goods and services.  
 
However, the adverse effects don’t stop there. A rapidly growing body of research shows that 
poverty holds back children and makes it harder for them to be successful in the future. For 
example, recent research published by two UW professors shows a direct link between poverty, 
reduced brain growth early in life, and lower test scores later.  
 
For those reasons and others, I am happy to be here today to lend my support to this very 
important legislation. It’s a plan that ought to get broad bipartisan support because it does what 
politicians from across the political spectrum have long advocated: making it possible for 
families to work their way out of poverty. This is essential for all families, and is particularly 
important to address the significant racial inequities that plague our state and our nation. 
 
In order to make work pay for low wage workers the Stronger Way Act makes important 
changes to the Earned Income Tax Credit and the Child Tax Credit. It changes those credits in 
three significant ways: 

mailto:wwolf@wccf.org
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/The%20Stronger%20Way%20Act%20Summary.pdf
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/The%20Stronger%20Way%20Act%20Summary.pdf
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/The%20Stronger%20Way%20Act%20Summary.pdf


1) It helps make work pay for parents in low-wage jobs by increasing the rate at which the 
Earned Income Credit phases in for families with children. Nationally, that would benefit 
about 63 million people, including 29 million children.  In Wisconsin, over 400,000 
households (20%) receive the EITC. 

2) It increases eligibility for and expands the size of the Earned Income Tax Credit for low-
income childless workers, which is currently very limited.  That change would benefit 
more than 20 million workers nationally, and for about a third of them it would mean that 
they are no longer taxed into poverty.  

3) It significantly improves the Child Tax Credit by making it refundable for all families, 
starting at the first dollar earned. This would simplify the tax code and target assistance to 
the very low income families who are most in need. It would also take the long overdue 
step of tying the maximum credit to inflation, so inflation no longer erodes its value.  

Some people may argue that we can’t afford to approve this legislation, but the fact of the matter 
is that we can’t afford not to approve it. If we fail to take decisive action to enable families to 
climb out of poverty, our economic, social and racial divides will get even larger; and the futures 
of our children, the future of our nation, will be at greater risk.  

Now is the time for a bold plan that helps people work and escape poverty by ensuring that work 
pays. This plan does just that. I applaud Senator Baldwin for introducing it, and I urge her 
colleagues in Congress to support it.”   

### 
 
The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families is a multi-issue policy research and advocacy 
organization promoting statewide polices that ensure a safe and healthy future for every child in 
Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.wccf.org. 
 
 

http://www.wccf.org/

