
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 15th, 2020 
Contact: Representative Rob Hutton 
(608) 237-9113 

Rep. Hutton Introduces Bill to Protect Wisconsin’s Historical Monuments 
  
Madison – Over the past several weeks, we have witnessed the repeated destruction of 
historic property and monuments across the country. These monuments have served 
for decades, and in some cases centuries, as reminders of our shared history as a 
country. In Wisconsin we witnessed the destruction of the Hans Christian Heg statue 
and the Wisconsin Forward statue. Both served as important monuments to significant 
events in Wisconsin History. 
 
“This legislation provides important protections for our historic monuments across this 
state. While debates about issues and historical individuals are important and 
productive in a civilized society, wanton destruction of important history is 
unacceptable,” said Rep. Rob Hutton (R-Brookfield.)   
  
“If there is merit for the removal of public statues and monuments, discussions should 
be had within the structure of the appropriate government body, with open and civil 
feedback from the public. I’m proud to partner with Senator Carpenter to bring forward 
this important legislation.”  

 
LRB-6322 makes it a Class I felony to damage or graffiti any structure, plaque, statue, 
painting, or other monument of commemorative or historical significance that is on 
public property or is maintained by the state or any county or municipality. 
___________________ 
 
The Han Christian Heg statue honors a man who immigrated to our Country and 
became well known for “his decidedly anti-slavery political views and worked 
extensively, as his contemporaries wrote, towards the American ideals of democracy, 
equality and human freedom. Heg served in several capacities within his local 
government before he was elected warden of the state prison in Waupun, Wisconsin in 
1859. In this capacity, Heg was commended for his commitment to prison reform and 
respect for the rights of the incarcerated.”  
 
When the Civil War started, he raised an entire regiment of Norwegian immigrants to 
fight for the Union. He was fatally wounded at the Battle of Chickamauga in September 
of 1863 and his statue was erected in 1925. 

 



 

 

The Forward statue is a replica that was erected in 1996 during the celebration of the 
76th anniversary of the women’s suffrage movement. In 1919, Wisconsin was the first 
state to ratify the 19th Amendment, giving women the right to vote. Wisconsin women 
were largely responsible for both the funding of the original statue and the funding for 
the replica that stood outside the Wisconsin Capitol.  
  
                                                               ### 
  
The 13th Assembly District contains parts of Milwaukee and Waukesha counties 
and includes Elm Grove and portions of Brookfield, Milwaukee, Wauwatosa, and 
West Allis.  
 


