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American Heart Association Recognizes Senator Petrowski  

and Representative Spiros as Legislators of the Year 

 

MADISON — This week, the American Heart Association (AHA) honored Senator Jerry Petrowski (R-Marathon) and 

Representative John Spiros (R-Marshfield) with the organization’s Legislator of the Year awards. These awards are 

given each session to one senator and one representative who go above and beyond to champion cardiovascular 

health policies in the State Capitol.  

 

Senator Petrowski and Representative Spiros authored legislation to ensure all Wisconsin high school graduates are 

trained in life-saving, hands-only CPR, which is a top priority for the American Heart Association. Approximately 

1,000 cardiac arrests occur in the U.S. every day and less than half of those people receive bystander CPR before 

EMS arrives. The bill was signed into law by Governor Walker on April 26 and made Wisconsin the 31st state to 

pass this legislation.  

 

“Immediate CPR from a bystander can double, or even triple a victim’s chance of survival,” said Brad Gast, Wausau 

resident and member of the American Heart Association’s Advocacy Committee. “Because of the efforts of Senator 

Petrowski and Representative Spiros, we will add 58,000 trained lifesavers to our communities each year.”  

 

“I am deeply honored to receive this award from the AHA, and I am proud of the work John and I were able to 

accomplish. This bill will give young people lifelong skills to save a life,” said Petrowski.    

 

“I am extremely honored to be chosen as one of the American Heart Association’s Legislators of the Year,” said 

Spiros.  “I worked closely with the AHA on the CPR bill last session and I applaud their dedication to building 

healthier lives by educating the public on heart disease and stroke.  As the husband of a registered nurse I know 

how important these directives, like the CPR bill, can be - they truly save lives! I look forward to working with this 

organization again in the future.” 

 

 “Senator Petrowski and Representative Spiros have been absolute champions on this issue,” said Nicole Hudzinski, 

Senior Government Relations Director with the American Heart Association. “Without their tireless efforts and 

continued advocacy, we would not be in the position we are today. We give them our heartfelt thanks.” 

About the American Heart Association and American Stroke Association   

The American Heart Association and the American Stroke Association are devoted to saving people from heart disease and stroke – America’s No. 1 

and No. 4 killers. We team with millions of volunteers to fund innovative research, fight for stronger public health policies, and provide lifesaving 

tools and information to prevent and treat these diseases. The Dallas-based American Heart Association is the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary 

organization dedicated to fighting heart disease and stroke. The American Stroke Association is a division of the American Heart Association. To 

learn more or to get involved, call 1-800-AHA-USA1, visit heart.org or call any of our offices around the country. 

### 


