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REPUBLICAN LAWMAKERS SHOULD DO THEIR JOBS AND  
ENACT COMMON SENSE GUN SAFETY MEASURES 
Protecting law enforcement means passing laws that prevent  

dangerous individuals from getting guns 
 

MADISON – Following Dallas Police Chief David Brown’s imperative call for legislators to do their jobs 
and stop endangering law enforcement by failing to pass common-sense gun safety measures, Rep. Chris 
Taylor (D-Madison) issued the following statement: 
 
“I’ve been struck by the unwillingness of my Republican colleagues to even consider what law 
enforcement leaders and officers have been urging lawmakers to do to keep them safe—pass common-
sense gun safety regulations that make it harder for dangerous individuals to get guns. 
 
“A new Harvard study discovered that police officers are three times more likely to be killed in the line of 
duty in states where there are more guns. The International Association of Chiefs of Police and The Major 
Cities Chiefs Association both support keeping guns out of the hands of dangerous individuals, and have 
long been calling for things like universal background checks and waiting periods.  
 
“I’m on the side of officer safety, and will be working with my Democratic colleagues on the following 
legislation next session: 
 

 Requiring that everyone purchasing a gun is subject to a comprehensive background check, 
supported by over 85% of Wisconsinites according to a recent Marquette University poll;  

 Reinstating the 48-hour waiting period for handgun purchases; 
 Allowing law enforcement to access concealed carry permit information.  During a law 

enforcement encounter, officers should know whether that individual has a lawful license to carry 
a weapon.  This knowledge will help maximize both officer and civilian safety.    

 
“If more guns made us safer, we would be the safest country on earth.  Instead, we are the most deadly 
industrialized nation in the world.  And law enforcement, like individuals and communities around our 
nation, are paying the price with their lives. Police officers have one of the hardest jobs there is, and we 
need to do everything we can to prevent officer death and injury from occurring in the first place.   
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