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Madison, WI July 13, 2016 

  

  

Madison Teachers Inc. (MTI), American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 

 (AFSCME) Council 32, Services Employees International Union (SEIU) Wisconsin State 

Council and the International Association of Fire Fighters Local 311 (Local 311) announce their 

endorsement of Ismael Ozanne for re-election to his office of Dane County District 

Attorney.  Ozanne is facing a primary challenger on August 9th.  Ismael Ozanne has been a strong 

advocate and defender of workers' rights.  In 2011, Ismael Ozanne filed and argued a lawsuit 

against Act 10, which would eliminate many collective bargaining rights for most public 

employees.  Ozanne fought hard to block implementation of the legislation by arguing that open 

meetings laws were violated.  Later, Ozanne asked the Wisconsin Supreme Court to revisit its 

decision with a Supreme Court Justice without ties to the case. 

  

Additionally, Ozanne used his authority and discretion to decline to prosecute the Solidarity 

Singers when Scott Walker's administration was being heavy-handed with Wisconsin 

citizens' First Amendment rights. 

  

MTI is a member-driven union, consisting of over 4,500 members in five bargaining units, 

including Teachers, Educational Professionals and Para-Professionals, Educational Assistants, 

Substitute Teachers, Supportive Educational Employees (Clerical and Technical) and School 

Security Assistants, who are employed by the Madison Metropolitan School District.  

  

In a statement, MTI Executive Director Doug Keillor said, "MTI members stand together to 

advocate for public education and the educators and other employees who serve our 

students.  Madison Teachers Inc. is proud to endorse Ismael Ozanne for re-election for the office 

of Dane County District Attorney.  He is a strong voice for public schools, for worker rights and 

for a fair and just society." 

  

Ismael Ozanne thanked MTI for the endorsement, stating, "Both of my parents were teachers and 

they reinforced the lifelong belief in me that education is the greatest insurance for human 

rights.  Education is essential to addressing issues like poverty and racial disparities.  Providing a 

quality public education to every young person is non-negotiable and MTI fights for teachers and 

students every day." 

  

AFSCME members are employed by the state, counties and municipalities, as well as by private 

sector and non-profit organizations.  AFSCME represents a diverse group of people who work in 

every area of public service across Wisconsin. 

  
AFSCME Council 32 Executive Director Rick Badger stated, "Ismael Ozanne is a tireless 

champion for social and economic justice for all. As Dane County's District Attorney, he's shown 

that he's never afraid to take on rich and powerful forces to fight for what's right." 



  
"I am pleased and proud to have the support of the AFSCME District Council 32," Ozanne 

said. "I am honored to be recognized as the most experienced and qualified candidate in the race, 

and this endorsement reflects not only my attributes as a candidate but also the deep level of 

grassroots support I have in Dane County." 

  

SEIU is the nation's largest and fastest-growing union with 2.1 million members nationwide and 

over 10,000 members in Wisconsin. SEIU's membership is among the most diverse in the labor 

movement and includes public sector, building services and health care employees. 

 

SEIU Wisconsin State Council President Dian Palmer stated, "Service Employees International 

Union (SEIU) Wisconsin State Council is pleased to endorse Ismael Ozanne for re-election to the 

office of Dane County District Attorney.  SEIU Wisconsin State Council held a comprehensive 

interview process and we feel Ismael Ozanne understands the unique, collaborative climate of 

Dane County.  Ismael Ozanne has a broad range of experience as a prosecutor and he has 

fiercely defended workers' rights." 

  

Ozanne stated, "I was pleased to interview for the esteemed honor of SEIU Wisconsin State 

Council's endorsement.  I am humbled that they have selected me and I will continue working to 

protect the rights of their members." 

  

Firefighters Local 311 represents over 450 professional firefighters and paramedics who proudly 

serve the citizens of Madison and surrounding communities. 

 

Mahlon Mitchell, Fire Fighters Local 311 President stated, "Ismael Ozanne has already 

demonstrated a history of support for firefighters.  We are proud, honored and enthusiastic to 

endorse Ismael Ozanne for re-election as Dane County District Attorney". 

  

"I am thankful to have the support of Madison Firefighters Local 311.  As a lifelong Madison 

resident and public servant, I appreciate and admire Madison Firefighters Local 311 dedication 

to the community and I vow to show the same tireless dedication to the citizens of Dane 

County.", Ozanne said. 

  

For further information, contact: 

  

Alan Furnas, Campaign Manager 

4alanfurnas@gmail.com 

5368 McCloskey Rd 

Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

608-422-2659 
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