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Libertarian Party of Wisconsin offers 
condolences, solutions to police violence 

     After taking some time to reflect on this last week’s tragic events, the membership of the Libertarian 

Party of Wisconsin extends our deepest sympathies to the families of Alton Sterling, Philando Castile, 

Brent Thompson, Patrick Zamarripa, Michael Krol, Michael Smith, and Lorne Ahrens. May they rest in 

peace and their deaths not be in vain.   

 

     “The events that occurred last week are unfortunately all too common in our country today,” says Phil 

Anderson, Vice-Chair of the Libertarian Party of Wisconsin, and candidate for U.S. Senate. “A culture of 

distrust has become the ‘new normal’, citizens are losing faith that the police will truly "Protect and Serve", 

and the police are losing faith that every citizen isn't a threat.”  

 

     We as libertarians see a path to a solution that will support police in their mission to protect and serve, 

as well as restore the necessary accountability to retain the faith of the public. We have set forth 3 goals to 

lead us there: 

 

     First, we need body cameras on every officer, that cannot be turned off or easily fall off in a skirmish. 

The video would not be watched live, and would not be stored with the police department but with an 

independent third party security firm, with video available upon an open records request or subpoena. 

 

     Second, we need to demilitarize our police departments. Too many police departments look and act like 

military units. Who is the enemy?  Cameras are relatively inexpensive, relative to other police equipment, 

and if necessary, departments could sell any remaining equipment transferred in the 1033 program that 

isn't for daily use. 

 

     Third and most importantly, we need to end the "War on Drugs". This has been a failed fight that has 

cost our country lives, livelihoods and families. The U.S. spends roughly $50 billion per year fighting it, with 



 

 

the federal government alone spending $500 every second. The War on Drugs has resulted in an increase 

in gang violence, a blooming black market, and in overcrowded and overwhelmed prison system growing 

by over 500% since enacting the "War on Drugs". America leads the world in incarceration rate.  The U.S.  

accounts for roughly 5% of the entire world's population but nearly 25% of the entire world's prison 

population. The Land of the Free has incarcerated nearly 1million more people than Communist China and 

nearly 2 million more than Russia, and many more blacks are incarcerated than whites for these victimless 

crimes, despite the fact that drug usage is proportionately similar. 

 

“The most dangerous thing about drugs is that they are illegal”, continues Anderson. “The steps LPWI 

recommends would ease tensions by not requiring police to prosecute victimless crimes, not viscerally 

pitting police officers against citizens, and creating accountability by having video evidence to prove that 

most interactions between police and citizens are professional and fair. The police, and the public, both 

need these reforms.”  

 

It is clear from the numbers, and recent tragic events, that the usual Democrat and Republican ways of 

attempting to solve problems have failed. The Libertarian Party of Wisconsin advocates for the above 

measures in order to end this fight and enact common sense reform. Let’s stop wasting tax money, stop 

locking citizens away for non-violent crimes, focus on rehabilitation instead of punishment, and recreate a 

police force that will truly represent their oath to protect the Constitution and exemplify what it means to 

"Protect and Serve". 
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