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Other States Use Federal Law to Surpass Wisconsin in Health  

Coverage for Kids 
 

Madison, WI. – Wisconsin no longer has one of the very best rates of insurance coverage for 
children. A new analysis of the latest Census Bureau data shows that Wisconsin slipped from 6th 
best in insuring kids in 2008 to 16th in 2014 and now trails each of the four states on its borders.   
 
A report released today by the Wisconsin Council on Children and Families (WCCF) concludes 
that Wisconsin would have had about 11,800 fewer uninsured children if it achieved the average 
uninsured rate in the four neighbor states. 
 
Jon Peacock, WCCF’s research director said that where Wisconsin has been losing ground is in 
the percentage of the children who are eligible for Medicaid and are actually participating. “For 
most of the last 20 years, Wisconsin was a national leader in getting Medicaid-eligible kids 
enrolled, but in 2014 we fell below the national average in the percentage of eligible children 
participating in Medicaid.”   
 
According to the report, one reason 
why other states have overtaken 
Wisconsin is that they have been more 
proactive in streamlining enrollment 
and renewal processes. “Our state 
should learn from their successes and 
make minor computer changes that 
expedite the process of determining 
that a family is eligible,” Peacock said.  
 
The report also recommends undoing 
part of Wisconsin’s recent cut in 
BadgerCare eligibility for parents.  
The data show that the states that 
expanded parent eligibility have had 
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significant gains in coverage of already eligible children. As most of those expansions were 
being implemented in 2014, Wisconsin cut in half the BadgerCare income limit for parents 
(which had formerly been 200 percent of the federal poverty level).   
 
In related news, the Department of Health Services announced early this month that state 
spending for Medicaid is now expected to be almost $176 million (3.1%) less than the 2015-17 
budget bill set aside.  
 
The primary reason for the underspending is that BadgerCare participation has been decreasing 
at a time when state budget writers expected it to be climbing. The May BadgerCare enrollment 
was about 27,600 people (3.3%) below the average that the budget bill assumed for the 2015-16 
fiscal year. 
 
“In light of the substantially lower estimates of Medicaid enrollment and spending, it’s time for 
state officials to rededicate themselves to ensuring that BadgerCare serves eligible children and 
families,” Peacock said.   

### 
 
The Wisconsin Council on Children and Families is a multi-issue policy research and advocacy 
organization promoting statewide polices that ensure a safe and healthy future for every child in 
Wisconsin. For more information, visit www.wccf.org. 
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