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Study Finds Historic Preservation adds Value to Communities 

Madison, Wis. - The Wisconsin State Historic Preservation Office which is within the Wisconsin 
Historical Society has released the first-ever study of Certified Local Governments (CLGs) and 
Historic Preservation Commissions across Wisconsin.  

"Historic Preservation improves our quality of life, reinvigorates our neighborhoods and gives 
communities their own distinctive character," said Daina Penkiunas, state historic preservation 
officer for the Wisconsin Historical Society. "This is the first comprehensive look at the work of 
the commissions and their accomplishments in Wisconsin." 

For the study, the State Historic Preservation Office contracted with the University of Wisconsin 
Survey Center to collect data from CLG communities and also sent customer satisfaction 
surveys to property owners who had applied to CLGs for Certificates of Appropriateness 
(COAs) between the summer of 2015 and fall of 2018. Wisconsin currently has 73 CLGs 
located across the state.  

COAs are documents issued by the Historic Preservation Commission that allow applicants to 
proceed with proposed alteration, demolition or new construction on a designated local 
landmark or a property in a local historic district, following a determination of the proposal's 
suitability according to applicable criteria. 

The study gathered statistical data from communities and collected information on the 
efficiency of the commission's review processes, property owner satisfaction with applications 
before the commission, and the value that commissions and historic preservation add 
to communities. In total, 56 CLGS responded and a total of 206 COA applicants responded. 

Some of the key takeaways included that 98% of COAs were approved from 2015-2018, 72% 
of COA applicants were satisfied with the process, Janesville had the highest percent of 
landmarked parcels and 57% of reporting communities have a locally designated historic 
district. 



"Studies show that communities with a local historic district see greater appreciation rates than 
other markets and they can positively impact the local economy through tourism," continued 
Penkiunas. "Plus, historic properties are a way to educate people on the past and link it to the 
present." 

The survey was funded through a generous grant from the Jeffris Family Foundation. 

The full report and an executive summary are available on the Wisconsin Historical Society 
website at wisconsinhistory.org/clg-report. 

  

About Wisconsin Historical Society 

The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active and 
most diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private 
membership organization, its mission is to help people connect to the past by collecting, 
preserving and sharing stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people 
every year through a wide range of sites, programs and services. For more information, 
visit www.wisconsinhistory.org. 
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