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Hillary Clinton released a groundbreaking proposal that makes public higher education tuition 
free to all whose family income is below $125,000.  This would provide 80% of American 
families with a free education at a public university or college. 

 
Dr. Michael Rosen, teacher’s union president at Milwaukee Area Technical College, praised the 
initiative.  “Student debt is a national disgrace.  At $1.2 trillion, it is now the second largest form 
of consumer debt surpassed only by mortgages.  Clinton’s New College Compact eliminates 
financial obstacles for future students, helps those already dealing with debt by allowing them to 
refinance their loans, and ensures that states invest in higher education.” 
 
The free college proposal would be paid for by closing tax loopholes that allow private equity 
and hedge fund directors to pay lower tax rates than working and middle class Americans. 

 
In addition to tuition-free college, Clinton proposed restoring year round Pell grants. This has 
been a major concern for two-year college students and the colleges they attend. 
 
Lisa Conley, Executive Vice President of the teacher’s union said, “Restoration of year round 
Pell Grants will allow our students to adjust their schedules to accommodate academic, 
employment and family demands.  This will provide them the opportunity to reach their 
academic and employment goals more rapidly.” 

 
Mrs. Clinton called for a three month moratorium on all repayments for federal student loans. 
 
Wisconsin Governor Walker has already announced that he will not support Clinton’s college 
free tuition proposal.  Rosen said, “In rejecting this proposal, Governor Walker has again 
displayed callous disregard for the educational needs of Wisconsin students and their 
families.  This contrasts with his support for predatory diploma mills like ITT Technical Institute 
that game federal financial aid, exploit students, and leave them with huge debts, credits that 
don’t transfer, and broken dreams.” 
 
Mai McCarthy, teacher education student at UW-Parkside and former ITT Tech student said, 
“It’s outrageous though not surprising that Governor Walker would turn down federal funding to 
help Wisconsin’s post-secondary students while endorsing unscrupulous for profit colleges and 
cutting technical college and University of Wisconsin funding. If we believe in Wisconsin’s 
future, we need to invest in its students”   
     
AFT Local 212 represents MATC’s 1500 faculty, counselors and professional staff.  It is the 
largest and oldest higher education union in the state.  


