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The Honorable Ron Johnson       The Honorable Tammy Baldwin
US Senate      US Senate
U.S. Senate Washington, D.C. 20510     U.S. Senate Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Johnson and Senator Baldwin,

We  are  writing  today  to  offer  our  strong  support  for  the  HEROES  Act  (H.R.6800  —  
116th Congress).  While  we  greatly  appreciate  the  House  of  Representatives  passing  this  
important legislation on May 15, 2020, it is now time for the United States Senate to do the same 
so this important legislation can be signed into law.

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act provided much needed relief with direct 
payments to families and support for businesses. This bipartisan legislation helped keep our 
state afloat during these challenging times. But the fact is, our offices continue to hear from Wisconsinites 
everyday who are struggling to make ends meet. With an increase in COVID-19 cases across Wisconsin, it 
is clear this pandemic will not end in the near future.

Passing the HEROES Act is desperately needed to ensure we do not witness long-term economic damage to 
our state and to the families whose lives have been upended by this pandemic by an unexpected 
period of unemployment.

First  and  foremost,  we  want  to  express  the  urgency  in  extending  the  Federal  Pandemic 
Unemployment Compensation (FPUC) which has provided a temporary $600 per week increase on top of 
what individuals are receiving in state unemployment benefits. These FPUC payments have acted as a 
lifeline to those who have lost their job through no fault of their own. We are deeply concerned 
about the serious consequences for Wisconsin families and our state economy if these payments end 
on July 25, 2020, and we fully support the HEROES Act extending FPUC payments through January 2021.

The Heroes Act would also bring nearly $8.5 billion in assistance to Wisconsin for the economic 
fallout our state, local, and tribal governments will encounter from revenue declines caused by the pandemic. 
The bill specifies that these units of government may use the funds to avoid layoffs and 
other  harmful  spending  cuts.  Simply  put,  this  legislation  would  help  every  community  in Wisconsin 
survive the unprecedented crisis we are faced with.



We urge you to pass the HEROES Act immediately to support families and businesses across 
Wisconsin. 

Sincerely, 

Assembly Democratic Leader Gordon Hintz 

Representative Daniel Riemer        Representative Gary Hebl          Representative Beth Meyers    

Representative Jodi Emerson  Representative Sondy Pope         Representative Jason Fields 

Representative Don Vruwink        Representative Evan Goyke                Representative David Bowen 

Representative Jill Billings    Representative Dianne Hesselbein    Representative Greta Neubauer 

Representative Steve Doyle            Representative Amanda Stuck Representative Shelia Stubbs 

Representative Katrina Shankland       Representative Jimmy Anderson     Representative Deb Kolste 

In addition to the FPUC extension and the important state and local support, the HEROES Act 
includes many other vital provisions including small business assistance, assistance for child 
care providers, funding for COVID-19 testing and contact tracing, and an extension on the 
moratorium for certain evictions and foreclosures. These provisions would help protect the 
economic well-being and health of people across Wisconsin.



Representative Lisa Subeck     Representative Nick Milroy           Representative JoCasta Zamarripa 

Representative Christine Sinicki     Representative Jonathan Brostoff     Representative Kalan Haywood 

Representative Robyn Vining     Representative Melissa Sargent         Representative Chris Taylor 

Representative Mark Spreitzer     Representative Marisabel Cabrera Representative LaKeshia Myers 

Representative Tod Ohnstad     Senator Tim Carpenter Senator Chris Larson 

Senator LaTonya Johnson     Senator Lena Taylor Senator Dave Hansen 

Senator Janis Ringhand      Senator Fred Risser Senator Bob Wirch 

Senator Jeff Smith Representative Tip McGuire Representative Dave Considine




