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Repeal Unconstitutional Law, End Assault on Women’s Rights  

 
MADISON – In response to last week’s U.S. Supreme Court decision in Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellerstedt, 

Assembly and Senate Democrats wrote to Republican legislative leaders, calling on them to repeal the 

unconstitutional admitting privileges requirement enacted in 2013 Act 37 (“Act 37”).  Whole Woman’s Health 

v. Hellerstedt found that requiring hospital admitting privileges for abortion physicians created an 

unconstitutional burden on a woman’s right to have a safe, legal abortion. 

 

“These unconstitutional abortion restrictions are straight out of the poll tax and literacy test playbook,” said 

Representative LaTonya Johnson (D-Milwaukee).  “Wisconsin Republicans don’t like women making their 

own reproductive health decisions, so they, not doctors, create medically unnecessary tests and faulty standards 

of care that are deliberately designed to prevent women from exercising their fundamental rights.  Thankfully, a 

majority of justices on the U.S. Supreme Court saw through their pretenses, and found no rational basis for 

believing that physician admitting privileges requirements enhance women’s health.” 

 

“Legislative leaders should do the right thing, and commit to repealing Act 37’s admitting privileges 

requirement from state law.  Democrats have already proposed a solution in Assembly Bill 880/Senate Bill 653, 

which repeals the admitting privileges requirement, eliminates burdensome red tape, and strengthens a patient’s 

right to medically accurate information.  Instead of putting on an expensive show of fighting unconstitutional 

laws at taxpayer expense, let’s work together to pass laws that improve quality and access to health care for 

Wisconsin’s women.”      

 

The day after handing down the decision in Hellerstedt, the U.S. Supreme Court rejected the State of 

Wisconsin’s appeal in Schimel vs. Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin, et. al.  The denial of the appeal means the 

7th Circuit Court of Appeals’ injunction against implementing Act 37’s admitting privileges requirement stands, 

and the law is permanently enjoined from being enforced; however, it will remain a part of state law until it is 

repealed by the legislature.   
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