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Wisconsin Lakeshore Business Association  
Comments on Salmon Stocking Proposal 

 
 In three public hearings held by the Department of Natural Resources last week, dozens of fishing 
advocates from across the lakeshore region called on the State of Wisconsin to reject the 
recommendations to drastically cut stocking levels of king salmon. 
  
Tom Kleiman, president of the Wisconsin Lakeshore Business Association (WLBA) said, “We appreciate 
the DNR providing the opportunity to hear the concerns of the businesses and citizens who have a great 
interest in the Lake Michigan fishery and king salmon stocking in particular.  The response was loud and 
clear – draconian cuts as proposed would be devastating to the lakeshore economy.  We hope the 
leadership at the DNR, our legislators and Governor Walker will recognize the need to reject these 
recommendations and continue a strong and diverse Lake Michigan fishery.” 
  
Over 100 people attended the three hearings in Cleveland, Green Bay, and Milwaukee.  The WLBA had 
members at each of the hearings and presented their concerns and recommendations to the DNR staff. 
  
The priorities of the WLBA are: 
                Salmon stocking levels should stay stable or increase 
                Increase stocking of rainbow and brown trout 
                Increase the bag limit on lake trout, which is a success story of a fully recovered fish population 
with natural reproduction 
                Consider the introduction of Atlantic salmon to Lake Michigan 
                Modify the scientific analysis procedures of the predator/prey ratios by including charter 
captains along with commercial fishermen in the process 
                Enhance efforts in stocking strategies to increase the survival rate for newly planted fingerlings 
of all species with increased use of net pens and nighttime stocking 
  
The DNR is accepting additional public input through the end of the month, with a final decision 
expected this fall. 
  
The Wisconsin Lakeshore Business Association works to promote the Lake Michigan fishery as one of the 
best in the nation.   
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