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On One Year Anniversary of Effort to Gut Open Records, 

Republican Assault on Open Government Continues  
 

MADISON – Today Assembly Democratic Leaders Peter Barca (D-Kenosha), Katrina Shankland (D-

Stevens Point) and JoCasta Zamarripa (D-Milwaukee) marked the one year anniversary of the Republicans’ 

attempt to gut the state’s open records laws and highlighted the ongoing Republican assault on government 

transparency.  

 

“One year ago, on the eve of the July 4th holiday weekend while most Wisconsinites were out enjoying 

summer cookouts, Republicans in the legislature launched an attack on our democracy, and that attack has 

continued,” Rep. Barca said. “Republicans opened the door to cronyism and corruption through campaign 

finance changes, getting rid of the Government Accountability Board, eliminating John Doe for political 

crimes and gutting civil service. What do Republicans have to hide? Maybe they are trying to prevent the 

public from finding out the corrupt and harmful things they have done to our dear state” 

 

In recent years, the open records process has shed light on potential corruption by Republicans in power. 

Those revelations include but are not limited to: the Governor’s office’s involvement in trying to gut the 

Wisconsin Idea in the state budget (1); the state’s jobs agency WEDC continued to pursue giving economic 

development assistance to a business owner even after they learned that he had promised state loan money to 

pay off the lease on his Maserati and other luxury cars (2); the Republicans’ secrecy oath to keep details of 

redistricting from the public (3); and the revelation that major mining company donors essentially re-wrote 

large sections of Wisconsin’s environmental laws (4). 

 

“When you look at the things we’ve learned through open records and court orders, it makes it clear why 

Republicans wanted to gut this law,” Rep. Zamarripa said. “These findings are embarrassing to the party in 

power – for good reason. They show a pattern of abusing power, misleading the public and hiding the 

intention of Republican lawmakers from public scrutiny.” 

 

Despite Gov. Walker’s recent public relations stunt that claims he has implemented new public records 

processes (5), his Administration is still withholding public records on several key issues. The Walker 

Administration continues to withhold records related to safety issues and assaults occurring at the state’s 

correctional institutions (6), records related to WEDC awards made without a formal review (7), and 

correspondence related to the state’s proposed changes to long-term care (8). 

 

“This session, instead of rebuilding the middle class and creating economic opportunity for everyone to 

succeed, majority Republicans conducted a coordinated and lengthy effort to chip away at Wisconsin’s 

tradition of open, unbiased government,” Rep. Shankland said. “Considered individually, these proposals are 

bad government. Considered together as a comprehensive legislative package, we saw a clear pattern of 

attempting to make it easier to cover up waste, fraud, abuse and even corruption. It’s clear that the people of 



 

 

Wisconsin overwhelmingly support clean government that’s accountable and accessible. It’s time for every 

legislator—not just Democrats—to support transparent government.” 

 

-MORE- 

Preserving Wisconsin’s proud tradition of clean, open and transparent government and high ethical standards 

is a core value for Assembly Democrats. Responding to these attacks on government transparency, Assembly 

Democrats led the way with a legislative campaign to combat Republican corruption. Those efforts included 

making open records access a constitutional right for citizens, strengthening ethics and campaign finance 

laws instead of weakening them, and affirming that the open meetings law applies to the legislature.  

 

“Unfortunately, under Republicans the era of clean, open and transparent government is over,” Rep. Barca 

concluded. “When it comes to hiding government business from the people of Wisconsin, Republicans can’t 

seem to get enough. We urge the public and media outlets to continue holding Republican leaders 

accountable for their actions, and we call on the Walker Administration to immediately release the records it 

has withheld for far too long.”  

 

 

References:  

Examples of Revelations Due to Open Records, Court Rulings 
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(2) WEDC – Maserati – (story) 
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(5) Gov. Walker announces “new records policies” story 

 

Examples of Withholding Records 

(6) Dept. of Corrections (story) 

(7) WEDC (story) 

(8) Long-Term Care Changes (story) 
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