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ARTS WISCONSIN WELCOMES  

DEBRA LEWIS, LU LIPPOLD, AND MELANIE TALLMADGE SAINZ  

AS BOARD MEMBERS 
 

Arts Wisconsin, Wisconsin’s leading arts independent service, advocacy and development organization, welcomes 

Debra Lewis, Lu Lippold and Melanie Tallmadge Sainz to the Board of Directors, for a term of three years each 

beginning in July 2016.  The Board of Directors, representing the breadth and range of Wisconsin’s multi-faceted arts 

and creative community, guides and advances Arts Wisconsin’s mission of civic engagement through the arts and 

creativity for everyone, everywhere in the state, and advancing the arts as essential components of Wisconsin’s 

economic, educational and civic success.   

 

• Debra Lewis, Ashland, was elected as the City of Ashland’s first woman mayor in 2014. She is 

passionate about sustainable economic development, promoting tourism, attracting, building 

jobs, and protecting public safety. Over the years, she has been a licensed attorney in the state 

of Wisconsin, served on many boards including the Ashland School Board, and authored a 

fictional mystery series. As a resident of Ashland for over 20 years, Debra understands the need 

for a creative economy in a city like Ashland and is excited to serve on the Arts Wisconsin 

board. “I am looking forward to being a voice for residents in the far reaches of the north by 

supporting not just the many creative artists in our midst but also the need for continued 

support of arts funding. I said yes to serving on the Arts Wisconsin board because I believe that the arts enrich 

my quality of life as nothing else does.” 

• Lu Lippold, Pepin, is a distinguished independent filmmaker, producer, writer/editor and 

professor.  She has been involved in many film festivals and has collaborated on many 

creative projects involving language, journalism, communications, and video production. 

Lu’s films have been screened at many impressive venues such as Chicago Int’l Documentary 

and the Midwest Film & Video Festival.  "As an arts advocate in Minnesota, I can't even count 

how many times someone said to me, 'Art saved my life.' Now that I live in Wisconsin, I want to 

do all I can through Arts Wisconsin to make sure everyone has the chance to learn and create -- 

and maybe even save their own life." 

• Melanie Tallmadge Sainz, Wisconsin Dells, is an artist, educator, and director of the Little Eagle Arts Foundation 

(LEAF), which teaches the traditions of Native American culture, involve the surrounding 

community in the arts and hosting workshops and fundraisers. Her specialty is intertwining art 

and education to increase the preservation of history, promote community building, and to 

assist individuals in gaining entrepreneurial knowledge and business acumen. “I am honored to 

serve on the Board. As the director of a non-profit arts organization in Wisconsin I feel that 

Arts Wisconsin is a highly regarded advocate for the arts in our state. Arts Wisconsin helped 

LEAF during our infancy, and it has continued to provide the necessary resources, support, and 

advocacy for our continued growth.” 

Arts Wisconsin is Wisconsin’s leading independent multi-disciplinary arts organization working for and speaking up for 

the arts, arts education and creative economy statewide.  Since its founding in 1992, Arts Wisconsin has provided 

advocacy, professional development, management and leadership services, communication and visibility, and resources 

and tools to people, organizations and communities making the arts happen throughout Wisconsin.  For more 

information contact Anne Katz, Executive Director, at 608 255 8316 / akatz@artswisconsin.org | www.artswisconsin.org.   


