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Public Invited to Pedestrian, Plaza, and Parking Design Workshops 
City of Racine and Downtown Racine Corporation Partner on Exploring Solutions 

 
City of Racine - After an extensive process to select a multi-disciplinary consulting team to develop a “public realm and 
parking plan,” the City of Racine and the Downtown Racine Corporation are excited to announce a series of evening 
workshops, design sessions, and presentations for the re-design of Monument Square, a traffic design for the Main 
Street corridor, and a strategy for the downtown parking system.   
 
The public engagement process includes a series of stakeholder meetings, public workshops, open design studios – all 
leading to final recommendations and designs that will coalesce around public input gathered. Meetings will be held the 
week of July 8-12 and again the week of July 29-August 2. All meetings will be held at The Johnson Bank building so that 
the workshops are proximate to Monument Square, Main Street, and downtown parking facilities.  
 
“I am excited about the opportunity for the public to participate in these workshops. Our historic downtown is a part of 
Racine’s DNA. We all have some connection to the downtown and feel invested in its success, so it is important to me 
that we make sure that the community is an active participant in visioning its future,” said Mayor Cory Mason. 
 
The events are part of a larger, open and collaborative community engagement process led by Toole Design 
(tooledesign.com) and Walker Consultants (walkerconsultants.com), both nationally recognized design firms. The project 
team includes notable engineer Ian Lockwood, a nationally recognized leader in sustainable transportation policy and 
urban design and Harvard Loeb Fellow, and Raj Mohabeer, a landscape architect with expertise in transportation 
solutions.  
 
“We have hired a team of professionals that care about what our community wants to see for its downtown and are 
coming here with an open mind about how we might improve the pedestrian experience, create better outcomes with 
our parking system, and increase tourism to our community. We hope the Racine community responds by coming out to 
share their thoughts with the team and participate in the interactive workshops and design studio,” noted Amy 
Connolly, Director of City Development for the City of Racine.   
 
Residents, business owners, property owners, and all interested community members are invited to the public 
workshops to provide their input to the consultants and learn more about downtown strategies.  
 
The impetus for this study and the engagement process came from recommendations received by the Downtown Racine 
Corporation from a recent “Resource Team” organized by the Wisconsin Main Street program for Downtown Racine and 



 
 
also from the recommendations of the Roger Brooks tourism presentations last spring, sponsored by Real Racine, City of 
Racine, and Downtown Racine Corporation.  
 
Kelly Kruse, Executive Director of the Downtown Racine Corporation stated, “We’re extremely excited to utilize a 
process that engages the community, listens to all stakeholders and implements accordingly. Truly great downtowns are 
only built when we continually look for new ways to improve.”  
 
Meeting Schedule 
All sessions held at The Johnson Building, 555 Main Street, Rooms C&D 
South Entrance (off Sam Johnson Parkway)  
 
Monday, July 8 7:00-8:30PM  
WORKSHOP: VALUES & ISSUES CONVERSATION  
Everyone’s invited to this workshop to identify both our top Downtown values and major issues to resolve through our 
project.  
 
Tuesday, July 9 4:00 -6:00PM  
INTERACTIVE DESIGN SESSION #1 
Pop in to help steer the design of streets, the Monument Square, and our parking system with the designers and 
planners. 
 
Thursday, July 11 7:00-8:30PM  
PRESENTATION: PROJECT UNDERSTANDING & VALIDATION  
You won’t want to miss making sure your voice was heard and the consultants have a clear project understanding. 
 
Tuesday, July 30 4:00-6:00PM  
INTERACTIVE DESIGN SESSION #2 
We need your contribution to the design conversation related to downtown – don’t miss this!  
 
Thursday, August 1 7:00-8:30PM  
PRESENTATION: FINAL PROJECT DESIGNS & OUTCOMES 
This is the final presentation of ideas and designs for streets, Monument Square, and the parking system. 
 
Contacts 
 
Kelly Kruse – Executive Director, Downtown Racine Corporation 
262-634-6002 (office) 
kkruse@racinedowntown.com  
 
Amy Connolly – Director of City Development, City of Racine  
262.636.9151 (office) 
amy.connolly@cityofracine.org 

 


