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Governor Evers Continues Investment in Wisconsin’s Long-Term Caregivers 
Governor & Legislature Recognize and Act upon Caregiver Shortage Crisis 

 
“We are truly grateful to Governor Evers and the State Legislature.  They have recognized that 
the long-term care profession in Wisconsin is in a state of crisis and they have acted.  The 
funding approved today is an investment in the most important factor in quality care – the actual 
hands-on caregivers.  DSPN members and our caregivers are grateful.” 
  - Lincoln Burr, CEO 
 
Wednesday, July 3, 2019 
 
 

WISCONSIN STATE CAPITOL…  Long-term care programs serving persons with disabilities have 
been facing a severe caregiver shortage crisis.  Two years ago the Joint Finance Committee and State 
Legislature recognized this crisis and created the “Family Care Direct Care Reimbursement” initiative 
targeting funding toward wage increases for direct caregivers.  Governor Tony Evers proposed not 
only maintaining the initiative, but investing an additional $29.5 million.  The Joint Finance Committee 
and State Legislature then proposed to ‘doubles-down’ on that commitment - by more than doubling 
the Governor’s initial recommendation to $66.6 million, which also doubled the entire program’s 
funding to $128 million all funds. 

Governor Tony Evers recognizes the need for this overall increased investment and acted today by 
signing the “doubling-down” provision into law.   
 

About the Disability Service Provider Network  

Every person deserves a place in their community and the opportunity to live a full, meaningful life. With 
that common belief in mind, DSPN’s members have made it the state's leading trade association for 
organizations that provide support to people with disabilities. Our members enjoy an unprecedented 
opportunity to advocate for innovation and improve the way our state supports people. We're helping our 
members make a difference with legislative and grassroots advocacy as well as robust professional 
networks, news and legislative briefs, training opportunities, free online resources, and an unswerving 
commitment to creating a Wisconsin where every citizen can fully participate in their community.  

Contact: Lincoln Burr, CEO 
lburr@dspnetwork.org  

(608) 661-2913  
 


