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Statement by State Public Defender Board on Mr. George Floyd 

 

 

As community members from various professions who have the honor and responsibility of leading an 

agency that represents a racially diverse group of individuals, we are compelled to speak following the 

tragic murder of Mr. George Floyd in Minneapolis.  The clients of the Public Defender are people, not 

statistics.  They often come from backgrounds of tremendous disadvantage and adversity.  Through our 

work, we have a unique vantage point to see how the criminal justice system is too often used to address 

societal problems that are beyond the scope of the justice system to handle. 

 

It is vital that the tragedy of Mr. George Floyd be the impetus to finally drive meaningful change for the 

public defender clients that we serve.  We know that new crimes and longer penalties aren’t effective in 

deterring crime; we know that incarceration does not treat substance abuse and mental health issues; we 

know that not providing resources to transition back to the community after incarceration sets people up 

to fail; and finally, we know that the erosion of constitutional protections and the presumption of 

innocence further erodes trust in the rule of law and do not make our communities safer. 

 

This Board, and the State Public Defender, stand ready to lend our expertise in efforts to address the 

inequities and injustices in the criminal justice system.     

 

### 

 

 

The State Public Defender Board is made up of 9 members appointed by the Governor and confirmed by 

the State Senate to oversee the independent executive branch Office of the State Public Defender.  The 

role of the agency is to ensure that financially eligible clients receive zealous and effective representation 

as guaranteed by the Constitution throughout Wisconsin.   

 

 


