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Student activists find new ways to organize during an election impacted by COVID-19 
The student-led WISPIRGs’ New Voters Project is mobilizing young adults in a virtual world  

 
 
Wisconsin -- This summer, more than 350 Student PIRGs New Voters Project interns will work 
with college campuses and state election officials across the United States to adopt safe voting 
policies, register students online, and educate students on how to cast their ballots in the 
general election in November. As a part of the Rock the Vote’s Democracy Summer, WISPIRG 
Students will join the national effort to recruit and train hundreds of fellow students to mobilize 
thousands of peers to register to vote. 
 
 
“Voting is the most powerful way we can make our voices heard. The coronavirus pandemic has 
complicated the process, so we are building large, diverse coalitions on our college campuses 
to push for safe voting policies,” said Katherine Ackley, student at UW-Madison, “It’s 
important to spend my summer making sure my school is ready this fall” 
 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has reshaped elections, universities, and other long-entrenched 
institutions across our country. With many colleges replacing in-person classes, at least in part, 
with online learning this fall, the effort to register and turn out new voters is shifting online. 
Young people, nation’s largest and most diverse group of potential voters, have the opportunity 
to decide the upcoming election and many to come. These digital natives are also uniquely set 
up to use online communication -- email, text, social media and more -- to encourage their 
peers.  
 
 
A panel of student leaders and elected officials spoke about the importance of voting safely this 
election during last week’s New Voters Project campaign launch. 
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“In Michigan, we just passed no-excuse absentee. Now, you have the right to say you want an 
absentee ballot, no matter what,” said Michigan Assistant Secretary of State Heaster 
Wheeler. “That's a game changer. It's essential we educate and mobilize voters around vote-
by-mail.” 
 
 
So far this summer, more than 300 student leaders in 15 states have been registering, 
educating and contacting other students about voting in state and local elections. Voting 
advocates have organized online events with secretaries of state, contacted more than 2,000 
peers through phone and text messages, and worked with more than 200 college administrators 
to ensure that online registration tools, such as StudentVote.org, will help students on their 
campuses vote this year.   
 
 
“Right now, young people are fired up -- going to protests and signing petitions. We need to 
make sure we make our voices heard on Election Day as well,” said Manny Rin, director of 
Student PIRGs’ New Voters Project. “In an online world, young people are uniquely set up to 
organize others. It’s time we show the country that America’s largest generation votes!” 
 
 
When it comes to running an election registration and mobilization effort, young people are at 
the forefront. Here are some of the top students leading the way: 
 
 
 
Eunice Perez, WISPIRG Students, Milwaukee Area Technical College, Wisconsin,  
pereze63@gmatc.matc.edu 
This summer, Eunice, along with 20 WISPIRG interns, has been working to educate hundreds 
of students how to safely cast a ballot by mail. This past month, she helped collect pledges to 
vote safely from more than 100 students around Wisconsin. This July, WISPIRG will be working 
with other student organizations in Milwaukee to educate students on campus about how to vote 
safely in November.  
 
 
Reach out to Eunice for perspective on how students are educating their peers about safe 
voting practices, including vote by mail. 
 
 
Siti Hydara, WISPIRG Students, UW-Madison, Wisconsin,  
hydara@wisc.edu 
Siti has helped WISPIRG register students in Wisconsin by promoting WIStudentVote.org, a 
one-stop resource for students to register and turn out to vote. Online voter registration in 
Wisconsin will be crucial for young voters to register safely this election season. In July, Siti and 
the rest of the team will be hosting a virtual phonebanking event to amplify WIStudentVote.org 
and other resources to help educate students.  
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Reach out to Siti for perspective on registering students online and using online tools such as 
WIStudentVote.org. 
 
 
Sofia Miller, WISPIRG Students, UW-Madison, Wisconsin,  
semiller29@wisc.edu 
Sofia has been working to build a large and diverse coalition of student groups, college athletes, 
faculty, and administrators at UW-Madison leading into November. This summer, the UW-
Madison chapter is working closely with the Athletic Department’s Big 10 Voting Challenge to 
promote voter engagement among student-athletes, a friendly competition designed to 
encourage universities and colleges to engage athletes in the democratic process and register 
them to vote. 
 
 
Reach out to Sofia for a student perspective on how students are building diverse coalitions on 
college campuses to help turn out the youth vote. 
 
 
 
Follow the WISPIRG Students and Democracy Summer online and on social media for 
upcoming events, trainings, and other campaign actions. 
 
 

### 
 
 
 

Follow @WISPIRGStudents and #DemocracySummer2020 on twitter for updates 
 
 
 

The Student PIRGs voter registration and turnout effort is part of its New Voters Project 
campaign, one of the largest nonpartisan youth voter mobilization efforts in the country.  

 
 

The Student PIRGs’ New Voters Project has run peer-to-peer student voter mobilization drives to 
turn out the youth vote on college campuses for more than 30 years. Its philosophy is that the 
full participation of young people in the political process is essential to a truly representative, 
vibrant democracy. The New Voters Project does not endorse, either explicitly or implicitly, a 

political candidate or political party for elected office. 
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