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News Release 

Tommy Thompson takes office as UW System President, seeks 
feedback from public and university community 
 

MADISON, Wis.—As Tommy Thompson takes office today as President of the University of Wisconsin 
System, his transition team is announcing creation of the “Listening Post” for Wisconsin residents and UW 
students, faculty, and staff to ask questions and offer ideas. 

The Listening Post, and a message from Thompson, is available on the UW System website president’s page. 

“Tommy Thompson will begin his tenure as UW System’s ‘Listener-in-Chief,’” said Tom Loftus, the former 
Wisconsin Assembly Speaker, Ambassador to Norway, and Board of Regents member who co-chairs the 
transition team. “He will collect ideas, feedback, and questions from the people the UW System serves.” 

Scott Neitzel, former Department of Administration secretary who is the other transition co-chair, said 
Thompson has already begun preparing for the job.  

“Tommy is ready to lead the UW System,” Neitzel said. “He will be collaborative, yet decisive.” 

Thompson took over from Ray Cross, who will remain with UW System as an advisor for 90 days.  

A native of Elroy, Wis., Thompson earned his bachelor’s and law degrees from UW-Madison. He was elected 
to the Wisconsin Assembly in 1966 and became minority leader in 1981. He won election as governor in 
1986 and won an unprecedented four terms, which makes him the longest-serving governor in Wisconsin 
history. As governor he remained committed to a strong university system, faculty research, and the 
Wisconsin Idea. He stepped down during his fourth term to become HHS secretary under President George 
W. Bush, a role where he oversaw an increase in funding for the National Institutes of Health and enhanced 
local public health preparedness. He chairs the UW System Business Council and helped lead a public-
private campaign to fund UW-Madison’s BioStar Initiative with the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation. 

– END – 

The University of Wisconsin System serves approximately 170,000 students. Awarding nearly 37,000 degrees annually, 
the UW System is Wisconsin’s talent pipeline, putting graduates in position to increase their earning power, contribute to 
their communities, and make Wisconsin a better place to live. Nearly 90 percent of in-state UW System graduates stay in 
Wisconsin five years after earning a degree. The UW System provides a 23:1 return on state investment. UW System 
universities also contribute to the richness of Wisconsin’s culture and economy with groundbreaking research, new 
companies and patents, and boundless creative intellectual energy. 
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