
 

 

June 29, 2021 
 
 
Rep. Christine Sinicki (D-Milwaukee) issued this statement after passage of Assembly 
Bill 68, the 2021-23 State Biennial Budget Bill. 
 
 

“I am extremely disappointed by this budget pushed through by legislative 
Republicans on the Assembly floor this evening. This is not a budget for the 
people of Wisconsin. This is a budget they focused entirely on politics. The 
Republicans have used this budget mainly as a way to achieve their goals of 
getting re-elected and painting Governor Evers in a bad light. The people of 
Wisconsin really weren’t much of a priority for them. 
 
“The budget that was passed today fails to make crucial investments in so 
many areas, including the basic health, safety, and well-being of Wisconsin 
residents. 
 
“Governor Evers’ proposed budget included an expansion of BadgerCare that 
would have provided healthcare coverage to an additional 90,000 Wisconsinites 
and brought $1 billion in federal funds that would have been invested in our 
economy. Republicans chose to remove this provision from the budget, and 
blocked Democrats from re-introducing it in this budget cycle. They thus left 
thousands across the state without the healthcare coverage they need, while 
leaving a billion dollars on the table. 
 
“This budget also halved money for Milwaukee and Madison’s transit systems, 
reducing funding over two years by $41 million. Many residents of these two 
cities rely solely on public transit to get to work and school, to buy groceries 
and to pick up prescriptions. Others use it as a greener alternative to driving. 
There is no good reason to make these massive cuts to public transit in our 
cities other than to play political games. 
 
“The consequences of this budget for education are also severe. By keeping 
only 10% of the education funding proposed by Gov. Evers’ People’s Budget, 
Republicans are leaving our school systems to flounder in the wake of the 
pandemic, as teachers and students struggle to overcome the setbacks of the 
last year. They have obscured and excused this disservice, saying that schools 
will be able to make do with federal aid funding, ignoring the fact that their 
budget puts Wisconsin at risk of losing out on that very federal funding. This 
budget is a slap in the face to everyone who has worked hard to continue to 
educate our children, and puts the future of our education system in jeopardy. 
 
“I had no choice therefore but to vote against this budget.” 


