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State Budget: Good for Wisconsin 
 

(Madison, WI) Rep. Michael Schraa (R-Oshkosh) voted in favor of the state budget, which 

will reduce taxes while increasing funding to key priorities of his constituents. 

 

Wisconsin faces a nursing shortage, and the UW - Oshkosh College of Nursing needs 

adequate facilities to prepare these indispensable health care professionals. $26,974,000 is 

allocated for UW - Oshkosh to update Clow Hall to bring education for nursing students into 

the 21st century. I was pleased to advocate for this project; it had been removed from the 

budget, but I pushed hard to have it restored to the budget. 

 

The goal for 2/3 funding for K-12 schools will be reached in the next fiscal year. We 

increased the allocation for schools by $678,537,000, for a total of over $17 billion dollars. 

This budget meets the maintenance of effort requirement to secure federal dollars. Our 

students deserve the best education possible, and I am committed to supporting our 

students and their families.  

 

Here in the 53rd Assembly District, we have more correctional facilitates than any other 

district in the state, and that means that I represent many corrections employees. In the 

last budget I was able to secure raises, and this budget includes funding to encourage 

retention with anniversary bonuses and address staffing issues, especially at Waupun 

Correctional Institution, where the most recent vacancy rate for Correctional Officers is 

49.8%. Corrections employees are too often overlooked, although they play a substantial 

role in public safety.  

 

The economic situation looks good now, but no one knows the future. We have increased 

the rainy day fund to over $2 billion to make sure the State of Wisconsin can meet its 

obligations in good times or bad.  

 

My constituents were hit hard by the pandemic and the related shutdowns. The last thing 

they need is the governor’s proposed billion dollar tax hike. Instead, Republicans are putting 

our surplus to good use by cutting taxes by more than $3.4 billion. This comes out to 

$1,200 in income and property tax relief for a typical family.  

 

Businesses have been hit hard, too. Part of the tax relief is ending the personal property tax 

for businesses and paying the difference to local municipalities. Unemployment Insurance 

taxes on businesses were set to increase because so many have been on UI. We paid the 

difference to keep UI tax rates at the current level. Businesses have suffered too much from 

the shutdowns; these measures will help those that survived to stay in business and fuel 

the economy we all depend upon. 

 

Wise spending, careful saving, and lower taxes make a budget that’s good for everyone.  
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