
June 28, 2020 
 
Madison Metropolitan School District Board of Education 
545 W. Dayton Street, Room 110 
Madison, WI 53703 
 
Dear Madison School Board Members, 
 
We write today to urge you not to move forward with altering policies included in your 
handbook without meeting, conferring, and working together with those impacted by the 
administration’s proposed changes. While Act 10 may allow you to make unilateral changes, 
doing so is clearly not in the spirit in which the handbook was developed and does not mesh with 
the values of our Madison community. 
 
As the Board, it is up to you to insist on a collaborative process that engages the teachers’ elected 
bargaining representatives. We know that you face unprecedented challenges right now and are 
looking for solutions. Your staff, too, faces new and unique challenges. Teachers and other 
personnel have overcome unimaginable obstacles to continue educating our children in the face 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The best solutions to the most challenging problems can be found by engaging those on the front 
lines. In this case, that means sitting down with representatives of Madison Teachers 
Incorporated to ensure our teachers have a voice in any policy changes included in the handbook. 
Now, more than ever, our community demands and expects this sort of collective engagement 
and decision making. 
 
Our teachers deserve to have a voice in the decisions that impact them, their classrooms, and 
their students. This is especially important considering the gravity of the proposed changes to 
seniority and lay-off notice timelines. 
 
Madison is counting on you to do the right thing by demanding the administration take a step 
back and work together with our teachers. Please strive for solutions on which the administration 
and the staff can agree, and please avoid making any handbook changes without involving those 
who are impacted 
. 
Thank you for your consideration of our request and for your service to our community and our 
schools, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



Lisa Subeck 
Representative, District 78 
 
 
Jimmy Anderson 
Representative, District 47 
 
 
Dianne Hesselbein 
Representative, District 79 
 
 
Melissa Sargent 
Representative, District 48 
 
 
Shelia Stubbs 
Representative, District 77 
 
 
Chris Taylor 
Representative, District 76 
 
 
 


