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REP. POPE: SCHOOLS ARE NOT BUSINESSES & TEACHERS ARE NOT FOOTBALL PLAYERS 

 

MADISON –Representative Sondy Pope (D-Mt. Horeb) responded to comments made by 

Governor Scott Walker at an invitation-only listening session in Coon Valley, where he 

compared Wisconsin’s teaching profession to NFL free agents.  The average teaching salary in 

Wisconsin is 1/35th of the average NFL salary – nearly $2 million per year.   

 

“I am no expert on the NFL or the Packers but I do know that Governor Walker is out of touch 

regarding the educational climate in Wisconsin.  He and the Republican legislature’s vilification 

of the teaching profession has caused a growing teacher shortage, leaving districts scrambling 

to fill positions at the last minute.  More troubling is that he seems to think that public 

education can be run like a multibillion dollar business.  Such a comparison is simply ridiculous 

and shows how uninformed he is about the education profession.  This callous disregard of 

professional educators is insulting.” 

 

When asked if incentive and performance-based pay would prevent districts from retaining 

experienced quality teachers, Walker responded to the LaCrosse Tribune and doubled-down on 

his analogy:  

 

 If the Green Bay Packers pay people to perform and if they perform well on 

their team, (the Packers) pay them to do that… They don’t pay them for how many 

years they’ve been on the football team. They pay them whether or not they help 

(the Packers) win football games…  Most businesses outside of government, that’s 

how they operate as well. 

 

“It is disturbing to hear in plain language what we’ve known for years, Governor 

Walker sees our schools as a business opportunity.  Diverting hundreds of millions of 

dollars to for-profit and unaccountable voucher schools is but one step in the 

Republicans’ desire to privatize our education system to the highest bidders and best 

donors.” Rep. Pope said.  “To make this poor, poor analogy worse, NFL players are 

actually paid for years of experience and are automatically given a minimum yearly 

raise of $15,000 above their original contract.“  

 

“Perhaps the Governor would be open to merit-based pay for himself.  Since he took 

last summer off to run a failed presidential campaign and has failed to bring a 

significant number of new jobs to the state, I’d say a fair amount would be $0.”  

### 


