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Supreme Court Blocks Trump 

Administration from 
Including Census Citizenship 

Question for Now 

  

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN — On Thursday, the Supreme Court blocked the Trump 

Administration's effort to add a citizenship question to the 2020 US Census, rejecting 

the Trump Administration's stated justification for adding the citizenship question as 

"contrived." While the Court gave the Administration the opportunity to provide an 

adequate justification, the Administration has said that they need to start printing the 

Census forms on July 1st. It is possible that the Administration will not be able to come 

up with a justification that would withstand legal scrutiny and print the forms in time to 

begin the census. 

Experts have estimated that including asking citizenship questions on the census would 

spread fear in immigrant communities and communities of color, and could lead to an 

undercount of the actual population by as many as 9 million people. The census is used 

to apportion representation in Congress and state legislatures and to distribute federal 

money for basic services like roads, schools, and Medicaid. A North Carolina Republican 

operative who advised the Trump Administration's efforts to include the citizenship 

question had written in a memo that doing so would help deprive communities of color 

of representation in Congress, locking in gerrymandered Republican majorities and 

benefitting, in the words of the operative, "Republicans and non-Hispanic whites.” 
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Laughably, the Administration had claimed they needed to include the citizenship 

question to enforce the Voting Rights Act.  

Voces de la Frontera issued the following response: 

"This is a welcome decision," said Christine Neumann-Ortiz, Executive Director of Voces 

de la Frontera. "The Trump Administration's efforts to include the citizenship question 

are specifically designed to dilute Black, Brown, and Asian voting power and make our 

government less representative. This decision is a partial victory because the Court 

should have completely blocked this racist, discriminatory effort, and we will have to 

see if the question is ultimately included or not. But this ruling is a victory for the 

immigrant rights movement, which has worked so hard to bring attention to this issue 

and name it as a form of legal discrimination and disenfranchisement and a threat to 

democratic representation. No matter what is ultimately on the census, we and many 

other organizations will work very hard to make sure that as many people as possible 

stand up to be counted. We are here to stay, we belong, and we count."   

Follow Voces de la Frontera on Twitter at @voces_milwaukee and on Facebook.  
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