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Wisconsin Supreme Court Ruling is an Attack on Milwaukee Local Government, Community 

MADISON- Wisconsin State Representative JoCasta Zamarripa (D-Milwaukee) released the following 

statement regarding the Wisconsin Supreme Court overturning of the Milwaukee Lower Court decision 

that required municipal employees to live in the city they serve: 

“Yesterday, a majority of justices on the Wisconsin Supreme Court, following the lead of their 

conservative Republican counterparts in the Legislature, ended Milwaukee’s decades-old residency 

requirement for municipal workers.  The conservative Republican attacks on Milwaukee and local 

government control continue apace. 

“For years, the City of Milwaukee’s residency requirement has assured that city residents are served by a 

workforce that is comprised of their fellow citizens.  Milwaukee’s parents were assured that the people 

who educate their children had a stake in the quality of the city’s schools.  Streets were policed by those 

who knew and understood the daily lives of those in their community.  Residents and businesses knew 

that the decisions requiring investment in the city’s infrastructure would be made by those who knew it 

best.  And Milwaukeeans knew that the neediest among us, the sick and the elderly and frail, would be 

cared for by their fellow neighbors.   

“The requirement was based on the belief that we are all citizens of Milwaukee, members of the same 

community and neighbors.  We were all in this together because we shared the challenges and rewards of 

daily life in our city.   Not only would the city workforce have a better understanding of the people they 

serve, but the people they serve would know that their public servants share a stake in Milwaukee’s 

future. 

“Supporters of abolishing this rule have always claimed that this is not an attack on Milwaukee because 

the law applied to all municipalities in the state.  However, anyone who’s paid any attention to the years-

long assault on my city by Republicans knows they’re being too-cute-by-half, at best.  I will keep fighting 

in Madison against the Republicans that do not live in nor have a stake in Milwaukee but continue to 

make decisions that harm our community.” 
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