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News Advisory: 
Contact: Jeff Wiswell, City Administrator 
(920) 487-5203 or (920) 255-6421 
          For Immediate Release: 

June 23, 2016 – 4:30 PM 
  

City of Algoma Marina and Crescent Beach Temporarily Closed 
 
(Algoma, WI) – Algoma City Administrator Jeff Wiswell announced the temporary closing of 
the City Marina and Crescent Beach. 
 
Wiswell said the order to close these two popular facilities was necessitated by an overnight 
fire earlier Thursday morning when the Algoma Fire Department, along with the Kewaunee 
Fire Department, was dispatched to a reported boat fire at the Algoma Marina.    Upon arrival, 
the Algoma Fire Department determined that the fire involved five large sport fishing boats 
located on two separate docks in the marina.    A total of four boats sunk as a result of the 
fire.   No injuries were reported.  
 
The Coast Guard was also on scene to help avoid any possible environmental impact from 
sinking boats or leaking fuel or oil.   Booms were used to stop the possible spread of any 
pollutants. 
 
“The next step in the recovery process,” according to Wiswell, “is to get the sunken vessels 
out of the water as quickly and safely as possible, so there is minimal damage to wildlife and 
the environment.”    Boat owner have hired salvage contractors to aid in the cleanup and they 
are on the scene.   Wiswell noted that “One boat has been lifted out the water, and the dive 
teams and salvage crews expect the other three boats to be out of the water by Saturday.” 
 
“Our marina is one of the most popular marinas along the lakeshore,” Wiswell said.  “As we 
enter into the busy fishing season the City will do everything it can to get the marina opened 
up, especially since the big fish, including King Salmons, are really starting to bite.”   During 
the meantime small craft can still launch elsewhere along the Ahnapee River, while larger 
vessels are being diverted over the next few days to the Kewaunee marina for launching.   
The two bridges in Algoma have a 10 foot clearance.    
 
Tourism has become an increasingly larger part of the city’s economy over the last several 
decades with the growth of the sport fishing industry.   The sport fishing fleet located in 
Algoma is still one of the largest on Lake Michigan and the rest of the Great Lakes. 
 
On a second front, Wiswell said that “After talking with the DNR, Kewaunee County Health 
Department and the State Toxicology Department, the City decided to put beach closure flags 
up as a precautionary move.” 
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Parks Director Sara Robertson said “The effects of swimming in potentially contaminated 
water could be a skin irritation much like a sunburn.   If we deem the water to be safe tomorrow 
after checking for the presence of a sheen on the water, then we will remove the red flags 
and put the green flags back up.” 
 
Police Administrator Dave Cornelius said “Algoma Police and Kewaunee County Deputies 
will continue to maintain a perimeter around the marina until further notice.”  
 
Administrator Wiswell thanked all first responders, including police, fire and Kewaunee 
County Sheriff’s Deputies and Emergency Management, DNR and the U.S. Coast Guard for 
their timely response. 
 
For more information on Algoma, visit http://www.algomacity.org 
  

In August of 2016, Tall Ships America will once again bring a fleet of tall ships to the Great Lakes.   

The fleet will depart from the Port of Chicago and rally just offshore at Algoma in route to Sturgeon 

Bay, and on to the Green Bay Tall Ship Festival.    Algoma’s Crescent Beach ranked 5th on a list of 9 

Wisconsin beaches to visit in 2015, by Discover Wisconsin, the nation's longest running tourism TV 

show.   This past year, “The Friends of Crescent Beach” was formed to help preserve and promote 

Algoma’s beautiful shoreline.   In August, “Soar on the Shore” a large kite event brought over 1,500 

residents and visitors to the beach and was a huge success.  This event is expected to be even bigger 

and better in 2016.     

 

Overlooking Lake Michigan and Crescent Beach, the Algoma Visitors Center, staffed year round by a 

group of volunteers from around the community, provides information to visitors on accommodations, 

attractions, fishing, things to see and do, and how to get there.    The City and the Chamber of 

Commerce are working very hard every day to make Algoma a welcoming city that is a destination for 

travelers from the lake shore, northeast Wisconsin, the nation, and around the world.   There is an 

expanding emphasis on brewing and wine making, food and commercial food preparation, and retail 

shopping, and increasing the variety of outdoor recreational opportunities, especially those related to 

the water front.   

 

The City of Algoma with a population of 3,161 encompasses an area of approximately 2.4 
square miles and is located in northeastern Kewaunee County, which is situated on the Door 
Peninsula, along Lake Michigan’s famed “Schooner Coast”, just 30 miles east of Green Bay 
on Highway 54, and 5 miles south of the Door County line on Highway 42.     
 
The City of Algoma is surrounded by rural countryside to the north, south and west. The 
Ahnapee River and Silver Creek meander through the northern portion of the city.    Algoma 
is the largest city in Kewaunee County. 

http://www.algomacity.org/

