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Evers and Police Non-Responsive to Capitol Violence and Vandalism  

Assembly Committee on Government Oversight and Accountability to Begin Investigation 

 

Madison— Representative David Steffen (R-Howard) issued the following statement regarding the 

violence in Madison. 

 

“What happened last evening in Madison is absolutely heartbreaking and cannot be tolerated. I am 

outraged that this occurred with little to no response by Governor Evers, Mayor Rhodes-Conway or the 

multiple police departments that have jurisdiction over this one-block of real estate. The leadership shown 

last night, and during the past few weeks has been weak and unacceptable. Sadly, those in charge 

continue to enable violence and destruction in the city.” 

 

“As the Chairman of the Assembly Committee on Government Oversight and Accountability, my office 

has launched an investigation into the response and underlying decision-making that occurred on the 

evening of June 23, 2020.” 

 

“The criminals who have acted with such violence and destruction must be held accountable. In addition, 

those who could have prevented this must answer to the people of Wisconsin. The Capitol building has its 

very own police department and I want to know who, how and why or if they were instructed to stand-

down while a mob assaulted a fellow legislator and vandalized the Capitol and its statues. Also why did it 

take Madison police over two and a half hours to respond last evening? We demand answers!” 

 

“While the evidence will dictate the direction of this investigation, it is clear from Governor Evers 

remarks that he did not have problems with last night’s acts of destruction.  His support of the mobs’ 

efforts were made clear, by his lack of condemnation of their damage to state property. Governor Evers’ 

statement on the “incident” referenced the assault on Senator Tim Carpenter, but purposely did not 

contain condemnation of the other crimes that night. In fact, Governor Evers seemed to condone the riot’s 

property damage, by indicating “We also cannot allow ourselves to forget the reason why these protests 

began…because racism and structural inequality still pervade this country.” 

 

 

  

 


