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SCOTUS Split over DAPA and the Expansion of DACA, Blocking Immigration Policies from Taking Effect 

MILWAUKEE –Wisconsin State Representatives JoCasta Zamarripa (D - 8th AD) and Josh Zepnick (D - 9th 

AD) issued the following statement regarding today’s Supreme Court ruling on Deferred Action for 

Parental Accountability (DAPA) and the expansion of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).  

“In a 4-4 deadlock, the Supreme Court split today over the United States V. Texas case that challenged 

two pieces of President Obama’s Executive Action on Immigration, DAPA and Expanded DACA. We came 

very close to a victory but, with this split, the decision effectively falls back on the lower courts, at which 

point they will block these programs,” said Zamarripa. 

“The DAPA program was perfectly legal under the President’s prosecutorial discretion to enforce the 

law.  The program provided no path to citizenship nor public benefits.  It simply would have ensured 

that American children would not have their parents forcibly taken from them, with all of the social, 

cognitive and financial disruption that will result and would have expanded DACA I so that no one would 

age out of eligibility for the program, granted they fit eligibility requirements. The opposition to the 

DAPA program and the DACA Expansion are just another example of the willingness of Republicans to 

use every method they can to attack our immigrant and Latino neighbors across the nation,” said 

Zepnick. 

“These programs were projected to provide relief for up to 4.4 million people, according to the 

Department of Homeland Security. This is a major defeat that could very well mean ‘life or death’ for 

some Latino immigrants in this country depending on the results of this year’s Presidential election. 

Please know that I will continue to fight at the state level to make Wisconsin a more welcoming place for 

immigrants,” said Zamarripa.  

“For those that are still eligible but have not yet done so, I continue to encourage you to apply for DACA 

I, which is still in effect. We know there are a many young people that fit the eligibility requirements and 

we ask that all of you apply for this program. Please contact US Senator Tammy Baldwin’s office at 414-

297-4451 if you should have any questions regarding DACA I or need support in your application 

process,” said Zamarripa.  
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