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Rep. Kristina Shelton: Passage of AB 301 Regarding the Greater Green Bay Convention and 
Visitor Bureau and AB 389 Regarding Moving the Coal Piles 

 
MADISON – In a regular floor session this afternoon, the Assembly passed two Republican-led 
bills directing funding towards two projects in Green Bay - a loan to create the Greater Green 
Bay Convention and Visitor Center and the relocation of the coal piles along the Fox River 
Valley. Representative Shelton (D-Green Bay) released the following statement in response: 
 
“While I am infinitely supportive of the initiatives contained within these bills, I am 
disappointed today in the process that brought about their passage. Both of these projects 
have been in the works for a long time, and, when they are eventually completed in the right 
way, will see long-term results for our community in Green Bay and beyond.  
 
“Green Bay is tired of being the football in a political game in which we never move toward the 
goal. AB301, the original bill designating a loan for the Green Bay Convention and Visitor 
Center, had wide bipartisan support. But unfortunately, the Republicans introduced an 
amendment at the last minute changing the funding source that put the entire project in 
jeopardy. While I had planned to vote in favor of the bill, I had no choice but to say no due to 
the amendment’s directive to use funds from the American Rescue Plan Act, rather than the 
original borrowing source, the Building Commission.  
 
“The bill to relocate the coal piles along the shoreline is an end-cap to a long term challenge 
faced by local residents and businesses for decades. These coal piles have had environmental, 
health-, and commerce-related concerns in our community. The Governor himself pledged $5 
million of confirmed and unrestricted funding should the Legislature have expanded 
BadgerCare, which unfortunately, did not happen, and the funding for this project is now under 
question in the security of its source. Despite this, I voted in favor of this bill due to the critical 
nature of the outcome on the residents of Green Bay. 
 
“While I recognize that both of these projects have the right idea at heart - investing in the 
things we share, building our Green bay community, increasing the quality of lives, and creating 
opportunities for prosperity - I will work with my colleagues and the Governor's office to 
identify the right funds to complete these projects.” 
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