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Rep. Plumer Votes for Common Sense Legislation 
 

MADISON, WI – Rep. Jon Plumer (R – Lodi) joined his legislative colleagues in passing a 

number of important bills during today’s assembly session. The Wisconsin State Assembly 

approved bills to protect our first responders, expand broadband, and protect our state’s 

agricultural businesses.  

 

Assembly Bill 297 passed on a unanimous voice vote and will help to protect our first 

responders. This legislation creates and defines an “emergency or roadside response area”, which 

mirrors the already existing law related to construction work zones. Within these areas, fines 

would be doubled for speeding, reckless driving, and other offenses. The legislation would also 

prohibit the use of cellular devices in these areas and create a fine structure similar to that for cell 

phone usage in construction zones. Additionally, the legislation also creates a penalty for drivers 

who injure or kill an emergency worker, tow truck worker, or construction worker. Anyone 

found guilty of such an offense would be subject to up to 9 months in jail, a $10,000 fine, or 

both. 

 

“The current law requiring drivers to move over or slow doesn’t go far enough.” said Rep. 

Plumer. “Unfortunately, too many emergency responders are still hurt or killed each year in 

roadside incidents. This legislation is a good step in ensuring the safety of first responders.” 

 

Rep. Plumer also voted for a series of bills to protect Wisconsin’s farmers. Assembly Bills 73, 

74, and 75 all guarantee truth in food labeling. Assembly Bills 73 and 74 would require that 

products that are labled as cheese or yogurt actually contain dairy and that products labled as 

milk are actually milk from an animal. These bills would not take effect until similar legislation 

is passed by 10 states out of a group of 15. Additionally, Assembly Bill 75 would require that 

products using terms such as “bacon”, “burger”, and “sausage” actually contain meat from an 

animal. 

 

The Assembly also passed legislation to increase broadband expansion in the state. Assembly 

Bill 371 encourages internet service providers to deploy services faster and incentivizes 

expansion. Additionally, providers would be encouraged to use federal funds for broadband 

expansion before using state funds in the same area. 
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