
 

City of Racine, Wisconsin 
Office of the Common Council 

President John Tate II 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
City Hall 
Office of the Common Council Presiden 
730 Washington Ave 
Racine WI 53403 
262 636-9111 
262-636-9570  FAX 

 
 

 

   
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 23, 2020 
 

CONTACT: 
Shannon Powell 
262-636-9266 

 

Common Council President Tate II and 12 Members of Council Introduce  
“Black Humanity Now” Street Mural 

Item to be voted on tonight at the City’s Public Works and Services Meeting 
  

City of Racine –  Today, Common Council President John Tate II and 12 other alders introduced a proposal to paint a 
mural on Wisconsin Avenue between 7th Street and 8th Street which reads “Black Humanity Now.” The proposed mural 
was initially drafted by local artist and activist Scott Terry. The project is designed to be a community art project and the 
proposal does not request any funding from the City to implement.  
 
“As protests and calls for both justice and major police reform have washed over the nation, we have seen communities 
look for ways to memorialize the movement and visually demonstrate support for Black lives. The location between 
steps of the County Courthouse and the County Jail is symbolic and purposeful. It will serve as a reminder to both 
institutions that rather than disproportionately incarcerating Black people, we should be focused on building a 
community where justice is truly equal and no one's humanity is diminished. Racine has a history of being an abolitionist 
community and was an integral stop on the underground railroad. If our City’s identity more than a hundred years ago 
was rooted in ending slavery and making sure that all people were free, there is no reason we should not embrace the 
fight to root out racism, today. This mural should be celebrated and bring the community together to show that we, as a 
City and a community, are still committed to that cause,” said Common Council President John Tate, II.  
 
The “Black Humanity Now” mural has already garnered the support of thousands of community members who signed an 
online petition asking the City to support the project. Additionally, several civic leaders, community organizations, and 
businesses are supporting the project. 
 
The item will be voted on at tonight at the City’s Public Works and Services Committee meeting at 6:30pm. It will then 
be available for scheduling at the next full meeting of the Common Council in July. While the item before the committee 
was introduced by Council President Tate, II, it is also cosponsored by Alders Coe, Horton, Jung, Land, Levie, Meekma, 
Perez, Santiago, Taft, West, Jones, and Lemke.  
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