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Statements from City of Racine Public Health Administrator and Director of Parks, 

Recreation & Cultural Services on Recent Lake Michigan Drownings 
 
City of Racine – In response to the recent tragic drowning deaths of two young people in Lake Michigan, 
Dottie-Kay Bowersox, City of Racine Public Health Administrator and Tom Molbeck, Director of the City of 
Racine’s Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Department, issued the following statements:  
 
Administrator Bowersox stated, “Summertime at the shoreline can be enjoyable but individuals need to be 
cautious and safe.  Lake Michigan can have strong, irregular, and unpredictable currents that can easily place 
swimmers in challenging and life threating situations.  My sincere condolences to the families and friends of 
those tragically lost these last few days.  There is no way to describe the grief of losing a child or loved one.” 
She added, “The City is currently reviewing beach and water safety programming.  In addition, we look 
forward to discussing issues including pier safety, water patrol activities, and life guard programing at County 
beaches with County representatives.” 
  
Tom Molbeck, Director of Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services stated, “Beach visitors are encouraged to be 
aware of and follow the beach safety signage, observe water and weather conditions, swim only in lifeguarded 
areas during lifeguarded times, and wear an approved United States Coast Guard Life Jacket.” Molbeck 
continued, “In addition, this Department sends its thoughts and prayers to the families mourning the tragic 
loss of their loved ones.” 
  
Prior to swimming, visitors and residents should check the local weather to determine if a beach hazard 
statement is in effect or if strong weather patterns would make swimming unsafe. Unsafe conditions typically 
occur preceding, during, and following strong storms. Individuals are encouraged to stay close to shore or 
remain at the water’s edge during these times. If choosing to wade out into a water depth above the knees, 
individuals are STRONGLY encouraged to wear a life vest; especially if waves are observed. 
  
Visitors and residents can review the City’s Water Safety resource website (Water Safety in Racine 
County) before visiting.  Finally, the public can attend the Racine County Dive Team’s informational meeting at 
North Beach on Saturday, June 26, 2021 to discuss water safety, the dangers of under tow currents, and the 
power of Lake Michigan. 
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About the City of Racine 
With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is 
home to manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, 
Modine, and In-Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and 
world-class beaches along the shores of Lake Michigan.   


